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But these two are looming over the election
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Fraudulent voter in Virginia
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cording to The Washington Post.
fraud has a solid case to look into.
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The only problem is that the voter
Maryland only in February of this
in question has been nominated
year, seven months after moving
by Trump to a major federal poto Maryland, according to the resition and is awaiting Senate conports.
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Don’t wait ‘til November to vote—do it now
You can vote right now and avoid the
crush on Election Day.
The technical term for voting early in Virginia is “in-person absentee voting,” but it just
means voting in the weeks before actual Election Day.
Voting is on the third floor of the County
Building, 2100 Clarendon Blvd, in the
Registrar’s Office.
Here is the schedule:
Weekdays through October 27, 8 am to
5 pm.
Sat Oct 21, 8:30 am-5 pm
Sat Oct 28, 8:30 am-5 pm
Mon Oct 30, 8 am-5 pm
Tues-Thu, Oct 31-Nov 2, 8 am-7 pm
Fri Nov 3, 8 am-5 pm
Sat Nov 4, 8:30 am-5 pm
Note that there is no voting on the Monday before Election Day, as the staff will be

busy setting up the voting equipment in all
54 precincts.
ACDC urges everyone who can to vote
early. First of all, it’s convenient because you
pick the day.
Others miss voting on Election Day because they have a crunch at the office, were
called out of town or wake up ill.
And then there are the folks who just
forget. ACDC frequently gets calls after Election Day asking when Election Day is!
All that’s avoided by voting early.
Don’t forget to bring a photo ID. That
is now required by Virginia state law both for
early voting and on regular Election Day.
The law sets out 19 different reasons that
make you eligible to vote early. Don’t get
lost in the weeds of whether you are awaiting
trial, on jury duty or pregnant.
Just write in 1C if you work outside Ar-

lington or 1D if you think you will be absent
for any period on Election Day on personal
business, such as having lunch in Old Town
or buying flowers in Merrifield.
The application form takes 30 seconds
to fill out and then you vote by filling in a
paper ballot—just like in the olden days of
the 20th Century!—but then inserting the paper ballot into one of the county’s’new scanners that count the votes.
You can also vote absentee by mail if
you prefer—and don’t forget any kids
away at college or any neighbors who are
bedridden.
An application for a mail-in ballot can
be obtained on the County webpage at:
http://vote.arlingtonva.us/absentee/absenteevoting-ballot-application/ The application for
a mail-in absentee ballot must be received at
the Office of Elections by October 31.
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Report from Chairman Kip Malinosky

Educators for Northam
Virginia is facing an incredibly important election this November. The stakes on the
economy and raising wages, health care and
the environment are high. But one issue that
the media is neglecting is education. Of
course, education is critically important. It
comprises nearly half of Virginia’s budget, is
essential in rising economic growth and is in
need of greater investment and reforms in
Virginia. And when it comes to education, as
it does for so many issues, the divide between
Ralph Northam and Ed Gillespie is stark.
Northam has a plan to invest in educational
excellence, whereas Gillespie would prioritize more tax cuts for the rich.
Northam will champion teachers, revise
and reduce standardized testing, focus on equity for all students, and ensure schools are
preparing students for jobs of the future. In
this time of great inequality and anxiety, investing in schools and promoting holistic education could not be more important. Let’s explore Northam’s vision for education.
Championing teachers whether in Wise
County or Fairfax County is something that

Virginia desperately needs to do. Northam’s
plan will raise teacher pay, recruit new teachers to fill unmet needs, and invest in professional development. He wants to invest in
teachers so that they can make the difference
that they signed up for. Local governments
cannot shoulder the burden alone. Richmond
needs to step up and, under Northam’s plan,
it will.
Now one of the most distressing things
about teaching, in my experience, is the degree to which instruction is driven by standardized, multiple-choice tests. Often there is
great pressure to raise test scores, leaving student projects and inquiry-based instruction to
be neglected. Rather than focusing on improving achievement for all, schools are focusing
everything on “bubble” students, ensuring
they pass the test and the school meets an arbitrary pass rate. As Northam says, “SOL tests
are simply not able to measure the progress a
student makes over the course of a year or
more, and are constrained to fixed answers
rather than inspiring creative or critical problem solving.”
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And this leads us to the achievement gap
for students of color, with disabilities, and in
poverty. Northam will take this problem head
on and ensure schools get the programs and
resources they need. No matter where someone lives in Virginia, Northam wants to make
sure quality, inclusive schools are open to all.
And his plan continues the Obama
Administration’s review of school disciplinary procedures, suspensions and expulsions
that too often single out students of color.
Northam’s plan will keep Virginia moving
forward.
Now, how does Gillespie’s education
plan compare? To his credit, he does say that
he wants to raise teacher pay. But, by pushing a huge tax cut at the same time, it’s clear
that the math does not add up. Gillespie does
mention standardized testing reform, but says
nothing about reducing the amount of testing
or promoting critical thinking and problem
solving skills. And he wants to heavily promote public charter schools rather than supporting all public schools. This is despite research suggesting charter schools often fail
to achieve at rates higher than regular schools.
However, it would make Betsy Devos’s family quite pleased since they made millions
investing in efforts to privatize education. It’s
no mystery then why the Devos family donated more than $100,000 to Ed Gillespie.
And it’s no question that Ralph Northam
will be much better for Virginia’s students,
teachers and parents than Ed Gillespie.
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Chili Cookoff
inspiring for
wordsmiths as
well as chefs
ACDC’s Labor Day Chili Cookoff ended
with chili chefs leaving with many empty chili
pots and just a smidgeon of uneaten corn bread
remaining for the cleanup crew.
The Chili Cookoff this year enjoyed 16
submissions—and an awful lot of hungry chili
fans attended, of course.
Being a Democratic and a democratic organization, ACDC gives everyone a ballot at
the cookoff and they awarded the People’s
Choice Chili Award to the smoked pork with
green chilis concoction submitted by School
Board Member Reid Goldstein.
ACDC also had a panel of three judges
whose taste buds had been specially approved
who picked three winners based on wholly
objective criteria. They named the top three
as “Clarendon Conflagration,” submitted by
Mark Schneider, “The Nuclear Option,” submitted by Adam Ebbin and Cragg Hines,
and “Hope for Virginia-Allspice,” submitted
by Del. Patrick Hope and Rich Vizard.
The judges were Greg Greeley,
Antelmo DeLeon and Sara Steinberger
Shapiro.
There probably should have been a competition for best chili name as well. We suspect the main contenders there would have
been Congressman Don Beyer’s “Beyer Fire”

Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited
Wednesday, October 4, 7 p.m.
NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe & Wilson
Free parking under building, enter from Taylor Street

It’s another working meeting coming up this month.
Attendees will help fold, stuff and seal thousands of letters
going out to potential absentee voters. If that’s too sedentary
for you, we will also be assembling hundreds of candidate
signs that will go up on median strips all across the county
this coming weekend. We will also hear about the Get-OutThe-Vote effort that is being mounted by the Coordinated
Campaign, which is the statewide effort supporting our three
statewide candidates and all House of Delegates candidates.

and Del. Rip Sullivan’s “Strong Enough to
Flip the House.”
There were many other awards handed
out as well and perhaps there should have been
an award for the best award name, where a
contender would likely have been the “Ann
Richards Stick a Fork in Him Chili Award.”
The event had lots of hot and steamy
chili, but thankfully it was not a hot and
steamy day, as the usual late summer humidity took the day off.
The Cookoff drew an array of speakers
such as it has never before seen. There was
DNC Chairman Tom Perez and state party

Bumper Sticker
of the month

Chair Susan Swecker, plus former gubernatorial candidate Tom Perriello and Congressman Don Beyer.
Perez, who was labor secretary under
President Obama, told the crowd, “We need
you to work harder than ever before.” He said,
“The nation is watching. History has its eyes
on us.”
This year’s Chili Cookoff was emceed
by County Board Member Christian Dorsey
and co-chaired by Tannia Talento, Susie Lee
and Gabriel Rubalcava. It was sponsored
by Port City Brewing and by Gabe and
Dolores Rubalcava.

Triple analysis
at 2nd Saturday
Breakfast
The Second Saturday Breakfast on October 14 will be a tripartite analysis of the 2017
races, with former ACDC Chair Larry Roberts presenting the political analysis, ACDC
List Lady Carrie Johnson giving the data
analysis and ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky offering the field analysis.
As always, the breakfast will be held at
the Busboys and Poets in Shirlington beginning at 8:30 a.m.
And we ask one and all to bring cash to
pay for your waffles and eggs.
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Kuskokwim
trips up Beyer
at spelling bee
Congressman Don Beyer didn’t win the
National Press Club’s spelling bee this year
as he was tripped up and drowned in an obscure Alaskan River.
It’s hard enough to spell English words,
but when a spelling bee tosses in Native
American languages, it gets much tougher.
The Press Club holds the bee each year,
pitting a team of journalists, who spell every
day, against a team of congress members who
... well.... The event raises funds for the club’s
Journalism Institute.
The winner this year was journalist Todd
Gillman of the Dallas Morning News.
Beyer is a regular participant and was
the winner in 2015.
But not this year. Kuskokwim is a river
in southwest Alaska. Beyer didn’t know how
to spell it. Of the seven congressman, he remained standing until next-to-last, when he
fell into the Kuskokwim.
Ted Deutch, Democrat of Florida, was
the one congressman who survived Beyer. He
got tripped up by “stela,” a tall stone or column used as monument. Gillman then spelled
“somatotype” correctly to win the contest.
One of the early rounds had an alcohol
theme. Republican Rep. Virginia Foxx of
North Carolina said, “I’m definitely out of my
league on this. I don’t drink.” But she spelled
“sangria” correctly to advance.
In a later round, Democratic Rep. Jamie
Raskin of Maryland was asked to spell “damson.”
He responded, “I thought
you said covfefe!”
He couldn’t spell
“damson” and was
eliminated.
Kuskokwim is a
loose transliteration
of a Yup’ik word. It
is a compound word
meaning “big slow
moving thing.” It is
the ninth largest
river in the United
States by discharge.
But you all knew
that.

BUYER

Donkey Ears
Listening to the doings
of Arlington’s Dems

as overheard by
Dan Steen and Mädi Green
Telling it like it is: Kevin Wolf testified last month before the Senate Banking
Committee about possible reforms to the Committee on Foreign Investment in
the United States (CFIUS, pronounced sif-ee-us) to deal with novel national
security threats that result from foreign acquisition of U.S. companies and
technologies. Kevin was an assistant secretary of commerce during both terms of
the Obama Administration and a Commerce representative to CFIUS. He is now
a partner in Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld—but, more importantly, the
husband of Arlington School Board Chair Barbara Kanninen.
Beantown to Big Apple: Noah Habeeb, one-time president of the Yorktown High
YDs and always the son of Mark Habeeb and Wendy Mills, has gotten his MA
in urban and environmental policy from Tufts and is now moving from Beantown
to the Big Apple. He was plucked from a slew of applicants for NYC’s two-year
Urban Fellows Program. (A previous Urban Fellow is NYC Mayor Bill de
Blasio.)
Departures: Leni Gonzalez arrived in the Washington area from Mexico in 1983
to do graduate work, but soon became deeply involved in the community,
including with ACDC. She didn’t intend to stay long, but it lasted a third of a
century. Now she has left the country, not back to Mexico, but to El Salvador,
where her husband, Lee Niederman, has accepted a new posting.
Instant protest: It was a flash crowd that assembled in the parking lot of the
Dominion Hills Shopping Center to protest a Nazi event held there in August.
Social media carried a photo of six people in the parking lot saluting the Nazi
flag, apparently to mark the 50th anniversary of the killing there of George
Lincoln Rockwell, the American Nazi Party leader. Justin Greene sprang into
action. She knocked on doors and posted notices for a rally to be held that
evening at 7:30. Despite the short notice, a crowd turned out at the shopping
center that dwarfed the Nazi presence of just a few hours earlier. Former County
Board member Walter Tejada, his wife Robin Liten-Tejada and ACDC activist
Michael Raizen were among the instant ralliers, many of whom gave impromptu
speeches rejecting neo-Nazism and white supremacy. The rally concluded with a
rendition of “God Bless America.”
Native cuisine: Hey, Mark Habeeb and Wendy Mills are back! Early in the
summer, they joined a study tour of the First Nations Development Institute to
explore the traditions of the Pueblo people in New Mexico. The tour focused on
native agriculture, community gardening projects and food sovereignty, i.e., the
right of people to healthy, culturally appropriate, sustainably produced food.
Leading the march: Del. Alfonso Lopez was named this summer as one of the
Northam Campaign’s co-chairs. He said, “Working closely with Lt. Gov. Ralph
Northam for the last six years as a member of the General Assembly, I’ve seen
firsthand his passion and dedication for helping those in need. We need this
experience and leadership in the governor’s mansion to keep Virginia moving
forward.”
Passages: Emma Clay, a former precinct captain in Cherrydale, who loved
working phone banks and staffing polling places, died August 26. She was 86
years old.
Stat of the month: According to the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and
Energy, the commonwealth now has more jobs in the solar industry than the coal
industry—3,100 solar jobs to 2,800 coal jobs
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Two figures loom over gubernatorial race
The candidates for governor on the ballot are Ralph Northam and Ed Gillespie, but
some might be excused if they suspected Robert E. Lee and Donald J. Trump were on the
ballot this year.
Both the Confederate general and the
buffoon president are a mighty presence in
this year’s campaign and a new poll from
Christopher Newport University in Newport
News suggests they could be a major influence on many voters.
With Trump a polarizing figure, the question is whether voters repelled by him will
turn out in larger numbers to vote Democratic
in the governor’s race to express their displeasure.
(There is also an historical basis for expecting an anti-Trump vote this fall. For the
last 40 years in Virginia, the candidate winning the governorship in the year after a new
president took office has always been of the
party opposite to the president’s. The last time
Virginia didn’t adhere to that rejection vote
was in 1969 when Republican Linwood
Holton won the governorship the year after
Richard Nixon won the presidency. But that
was a rather special year since Holton was
the first Republican to win the Virginia governorship since reconstruction.)
On the other side of the coin, the eruption of Confederate monuments as an issue
in the campaign could produce a ghostly Confederate cavalry haunting Northam if monument supporters turn out in droves for the
GOP.
The Christopher Newport University
survey released last week found that 39 percent of Virginia voters said Trump will factor
into their vote. A little more than half of declared Northam voters, or 51 percent, said
Trump was a factor, while 72 percent of
Gillespie voters said the president didn’t sway
their decision.
“Disapproval of Trump and Congress is
clearly motivating Northam’s voters,” said
Rachel Bitecofer, assistant director of CNU’s
Wason Center for Public Policy. “Gillespie
voters mostly support Trump, but they’d
rather keep him out of the picture here.”
The telephone survey of 776 likely voters conducted between Sept. 12 and Sept. 22
found Northam with a 47 percent to 41 percent lead over Gillespie. Libertarian Cliff
Hyra drew 4 percent, with 8 percent of respondents undecided. The margin of error was
plus or minus 3.7 percentage points.
The CNU poll found, however, that
nearly a quarter of Northam’s voters disagree

with his call for the removal of Confederate
statues.
“It’s clear this is a more complicated issue for Northam than for Gillespie,” said
Quentin Kidd, director of CNU’s Wason Center. “Gillespie appears to have a Donald
Trump problem, but Northam may have a
Robert E. Lee problem.” The poll found 54
percent opposition to removing Confederate
statues, while 36 percent of respondents supported removing Confederate statues.
Eighty-six percent of Gillespie voters
said they oppose removing statues, while 25
percent of Northam’s supporters said they, too,
oppose removing Confederate monuments
from public spaces. Asked for their views on

what Confederate statues symbolize, 26 percent of Northam voters said Southern pride
while 59 percent said racism.
Both candidates have said local jurisdictions should decide what to do about their
Confederate statuary. But Northam has said
he would like to see them removed to museums while Gillespie has expressed a preference for keeping Confederate statues in place
and adding historical context through plaques
or other markers.
A separate Mason-Dixon poll found 52
percent of Virginia voters oppose removing
monuments to Confederate generals and 62
percent voiced opposition to removing more
general markers to Confederate soldiers.

Your candidates this fall
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Northam surpasses Gillespie in fundraising
The media tends to look at the big donors, but sometimes it is
interesting to look at the small donors. And when you do that in this
year’s governor’s race, Ralph Northam is winning big time.
Northam has drawn three times as much money from 3-1/2 times
as many small donors as Ed Gillespie.
Here are the numbers:
Northam $761,779
26,166 donors
$29 average
Gillespie $249,049
7,434 donors
$33 average
When it comes to total funds raised, Northam is also in the lead.
During the July and August fund-raising period, Northam outpaced
Gillespie almost 2-to-1. Northam raised $7.2 million to Gillespie’s
$3.7 million.
And Northam also led in cash-on-hand by more than 2-to-1 as of
September 1 going into the fall campaign. The numbers were $5.6
million for Northam to $2.6 million for Gillespie.
At the end of June, after Northam had been drained by a tough
primary campaign, Gillespie had led in cash-on-hand. But Northam’s
fund-raising operation in July and August completely changed that.
Northam’s largest donations in the reporting period were $1 million from the Democratic Governors Association; $700,000 from the
Virginia League of Conservation Voters; $400,000 from the Democratic Party of Virginia; and $316,000 from Michael D. Bills of
Charlottesville, founder and president of Bluestem Asset Management,
LLC.
Gillespie’s biggest contributions in the two-month reporting period were $2 million from the Republican Governors Association;
$133,000 from Jay W. Faison, an entrepreneur and philanthropist from
North Carolina; and $100,000 each from Stephen A. Wynn, founder
of Wynn Resorts Ltd. and finance chairman of the Republican National Committee; and Richard Uihlein of Wisconsin, founder of Uline,
a shipping supplies company.

Note that those four biggest contributions accounted for almost
two-thirds of what Gillespie raised in July and August—and all of it
came from out of state. Northam’s four biggest contributors accounted
for one-third of his intake—and 60 percent of the big bucks came
from within Virginia.
There are, of course, two other statewide races this year. In the
lieutenant governor’s race, the fund-raising is neck and’neck, while
in the attorney general’s race, the Democrat had a whopping five times
as much on hand September 1 as his GOP opponent.
In the contest for lieutenant governor, Democrat Justin Fairfax
raised $439,229 in the two-month reporting period and had $302,201
on hand as of Aug. 31.
State Sen. Jill Holtzman Vogel, R-Fauquier, the Republican nominee, raised $402,841 in the period and had a balance of $316,046 at
the end of August.
In the contest for attorney general, Democrat Mark R. Herring,
the incumbent who is seeking re-election, raised $1.2 million in the
reporting period and had $2.9 million on hand as of Aug. 31. His
report included a $500,000 contribution from the Democratic Attorneys General Association.
John Adams, the Republican nominee for attorney general, raised
$250,647 in the reporting period and had a balance of $597,983 at the
end of August.
In the most visible race for the House of Delegates, Danica Roem,
the Democrat who is trying to unseat Del. Robert G. Marshall, RPrince William — and who would be the first openly transgender
member of the General Assembly — raised $221,035 in July and
August, more than any other legislative candidate, and had $162,464
on hand.
Marshall, a delegate since 1992, raised $34,520 in the period
and had $94,867 on hand at the end of August.
All the fund-raising numbers were collected and released in midSeptember by the Virginia Public Access Project (VPAP).

AYDs canvass for Roem
In September, AYD had a
successful canvass with the
LGBTQ+ Democrats of VA for
Danica Roem in her House of
Delegates race.
The monthly meeting focused on the structure of the party.
with Margo Horner, chair of the
8th Congressional District Democratic Committee, and DNC
Members Atima Omara and
Frank Leone participating on a
panel.
AYD also passed three resolutions at the meeting, one supporting DACA, another calling
for Standards of Learning (SOLs)
to include the institution of slavery, and a third calling for the
Arlington School Board and
County Board to consider renam-

ing public buildings and roads
currently named after Confederate figures.
Lastly, AYD unanimously
passed a revised constitution to
add Instant Runoff Voting and
absentee voting, which will be
incorporated for AYD’s November 2017 officer elections.
Coming up, on October 7,
AYD has a Gun Violence Prevention Summit and Canvass for
Chris Hurst, running for the
House of Delegates in
Blacksburg. Details on the October meeting are still in development.
AYD will be having a
GOTV rally/canvass in Arlington
November 4 in support of the Arlington Democratic candidates.
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$4Dems rumble
Contributions have been pouring into
ACDC Headquarters in response to the annual Dollars for Democrats drive. In just the
first 14 days after the letters went out, $14,000
had come in.
A total of 44 volunteers hand-addressed
11,630 letters over the summer. Gabe
Rubalcava then oversaw a noisy Rube
Goldberg-type of machine as it stuffed all
those envelopes, licked the flap and pressed
the flap down. At the September ACDC meeting, more than 70 highly-skilled volunteers
with sticky fingers applied stamps and return
address labels to all those envelopes—a popular annual event that draws more and more
volunteers every year.
The record collection for an Arlington
$4Dems drive is a little more than $40,000 in
President Obama’s 2012 re-election campaign. That will be a difficult number to surpass. But $4Dems co-chairs Karla Hagan
and Warren Nelson already have some secret plans up their sleeves to try to top the
record in the next presidential year.

STAMPING PARTY — More than 70 Arlington Dems joined in
preparing the Dollars for Democrats mailing at the last ACDC
meeting (above), producing 11,630 solicitation letters, as seen below in Postal Service trays as they entered the mail.

Fiorina won’t challenge Kaine
Former Republican presidential hopeful
Carly Fiorina says she won’t run next year
for the U.S. Senate seat held by Tim Kaine.
Fiorina said she was not ruling out a possible future run for office.
The former Hewlett-Packard chief executive ran unsuccessfully for president last

year and lost a 2010 Senate bid in California.
She now lives in Fairfax County.
Fiorina is one of several Republicans
who have expressed interest in running against
Kaine. They include former Gov. Jim Gilmore
and conservative commentator Laura
Ingraham.

Corey Stewart, chairman of the Prince
William County Board of Supervisors and a
former state campaign chairman for President Trump and who narrowly lost the GOP
primary for governor this year, is the only
Republican to have formally announced a
candidacy.
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Gillespie blames Northam for Democratic Values in Action
non-existent sanctuary cities Year 3/4ths
GOP gubernatorial candidate Ed
Gillespie is concentrating most of his television advertising on the charge that Ralph
Northam voted to allow sanctuary cities,
which Gillespie says are to blame for the
scourge of Latino gang violence plaguing
many communities in Virginia.
There is one major flaw in this argument:
There are no sanctuary cities in Virginia.
Gillespie started his TV ad campaign in
August with a soft ad focused on his biography. But since late August, he has issued four
attack ads, all of which are devoted to sanctuary cities, which he defines by implication
as cities that encourage and welcome illegal
immigrants, even thieves and murderers.
In the latest spot, the narrator says,
“Ralph Northam cast the deciding vote in favor of sanctuary cities that let illegal immigrants who commit crimes back on the street,
increasing the threat of MS-13,” the Latino
gang that originated in El Salvador.
The bill in question would have required
all Virginia jurisdictions to enforce federal
immigration laws at their own expense.

Northam voted against it. But it passed. Gov.
Terry McAuliffe vetoed it and his veto was
sustained.
Polls do not show that Virginians are
concerned over public safety issues.
Democrats have expressed fury over the
attack ads, saying they are a thinly veiled version of the famous Willie Horton ad used by
the GOP in the 1988 presidential election to
try to blame a crime spree in Massachusetts by
an African-American felon allowed out on a
weekend furlough on Gov. Michael Dukakis.
Northam refused to attack the attack ads
and gave a very mild response. “For someone to say that I’m soft on crime or want to
release convicted felons, that’s short-sighted;
it’s unfortunate.” He said anyone who commits a violent crime ought to be prosecuted,
regardless of immigration status.
A campaign news release said, “Northam
understands immigration is a federal issue in
need of a federal solution. Asking Virginia
law enforcement to bear the cost of a do-nothing Congress and increase their legal liability
is not the way to protect Virginia families.”

State Election Board bans
touchscreens right now
The State Board of Elections has ordered
all the Virginia jurisdictions still using touchscreen voting machines to scrap them immediately and buy machines that scan paper ballots.
The order came with only 60 days left before Election Day and will force those 22 communities, including Falls Church, to scramble.
The state has 133 counties and cities.
The order had nothing to do with the
ongoing probe into suspected Russian interference in last year’s election. Rather, the
decision was taken after an annual gathering
on hacking saw a demonstration of how easy
it was to hack into the touch-screens known
as direct recording electronic (DRE), which
became very popular a decade ago because
they require no ballot counting; it is all done
electronically. One criticism of the machines
was that there was no paper record if anything
went wrong.
The new machines scan paper ballots,
eliminating the need for human ballotcounters, but also leaving a paper trail if the

vote needs to be re-counted.
Of the 22 impacted jurisdictions, 10—
including next door Falls Church and densely
populated Norfolk and Portsmouth—were in
the process of changing their machines or had
announced plans to get new machines.
The other 12 jurisdictions using the nowbanned machines cover just 140 or 6 percent
of the commonwealth’s 2,439 precincts. They
are mostly small, rural communities.
Previously the state plan called for replacing the touch-screen technology only in
time for the 2020 presidential elections. The
vote of the State Board of Elections to make
the change immediately was unanimous.
In 2014, Gov. Terry McAuliffe sought
$28 million to replace all the touch-screen
machines in the commonwealth, but the GOPcontrolled General Assembly axed that request.
Arlington switched to the scanners more
than two years ago, in time for the June 2015
primary.

complete—
cereal drive
only half
way to goal

Oh, here we go again! The year is threequarters over and Democratic Values in Action (DVA) has just collected half its goal of
cereal boxes.
The goal is 400 boxes for 2017 and the
total collected thus far is 200, or exactly half
the year’s target.
And now we are deep
400
into the campaign—which is
a traditional downtime for
cereal collections—meaning
we will need to go into high
gear in November and December to meet the goal.
To reduce the pressure
at the end of the year, why
200
not pop for a cereal box or
two right now?
You can bring them to
any ACDC event. Or, you
can go online and contribute
cash. DVA Chair Kim
Klingler will head on over
to Giant to convert the cash
into cereal boxes. To contribute, go to https://
afac.org/campaign/democratic-values-in-action/
For those who haven’t
been following this over the
years, Democratic Values in Action, the charitable arm of ACDC, has been collecting cereal boxes for the Arlington Food Assistance
Center (AFAC) for many years—in fact, way
back to when Donald Trump was just a reality TV buffoon.
Cereal may seem an odd food to collect,
but it’s really not odd at all. First of all, it’s
quite nutritious, if you skip brands like Sugar
Bombs. Secondly, it stores easily and keeps
for a long time.
Join in and bring a box to the next ACDC
event. In fact, become a serial cereal giver
and bring a box to every ACDC event.
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What Virginia taught kids about slavery
The Confederate monuments that have
become a political issue in Virginia were
mostly erected from the 1890s to the 1920s.
Historians widely attribute the statues to the
Lost Cause movement, which emerged in the
South during that period and romanticized the
Confederacy while minimizing the role of slavery in the Civil War.
The Virginian-Pilot, published in Norfolk, dug into what the state’s public schools
taught about slavery and the Civil War during that period, using century-old books
housed at the Library of Virginia in Richmond.
To identify books, it used annual state Board
of Education catalogs that included recommended textbooks.
Based on those texts, here are five
themes Virginia public schools taught about
slavery and the Civil War during the first part
of the 20th Century.
1. Slaves were “better off” on plantations
than in Africa
“In their own country they were cannibals, or man-eaters, and very degraded in every way. They were much better off in this
country, where they were taught to know
about God and other things which were good
for them.” – “Magill’s First Book in Virginia
History,” by Mary Tucker Magill, 1908.
“There were some cruel and inconsiderate masters, of course; but they were exceptions.… As a general rule the slaves were
happy and contented and were faithful to their
owners.” – “School History of Virginia” by
Edgar Sydenstricker and Ammen Burger,
1914.
“The people of the South had been exasperated by the falsehoods told about them
by the Northern Abolitionists. They had been
accused of being cruel to their negro slaves,
whereas the truth was that very few cases of
cruelty ever existed.” ––”School History of
Virginia.”
2. Slave owners opposed freeing slaves out
of concern for their well-being
“Even in eastern Virginia were to be
found a great many slave owners who earnestly wished that there could be found some
way to put an end to it. There were two difficulties in the way: one was that negro slaves
were not able to take care of themselves
should they be set free suddenly, and the other
was that their owners had spent a great deal
of their money for slaves in order to operate
their plantations, and they could not afford to
set free the slaves unless they could get back

two sides to agree on any plan.” -- “School
History of Virginia.”
“Virginia never liked [slavery.]” – “First
Book in the History of Virginia.”

what had been spent buying them.” ––”School
History of Virginia.”
“[It] must be remembered that the owning of the ignorant and helpless negroes by
kind white masters was probably the best
thing for the negroes themselves at that time.
Nearly all of them were well cared for, housed
and fed and treated with kindness and consideration.... Coming from Africa they were
civilized more quickly by being in and around
the homes of cultivated people than could
have been done in any other way in those
days.” – “School History of Virginia.”
3. Slave owners would have abolished slavery but the North stopped them
“In the north people opposed to slavery
became so fanatical and so bitter that they angered the southern people by what they said,
and made it all the harder for southern people
to find some fair and right way of freeing the
slaves. These northern fanatics were called
Abolitionists because they wanted to abolish
slavery without any thought of the consequences to the slaves or to the slave owners.”
––”School History of Virginia.”
“Had not the Abolitionists angered many
of the slave owners by their false accusations
and their interference and aided in the stirring of the slaves to violence, and had not the
Civil War put an end to their plans, Virginians would have gradually set free all of the
slaves and put an end to slavery without so
great harm to both the negroes and their white
masters.” –– “School History of Virginia.”
“Probably most Southerners wanted to
see slavery stopped, and many southern slave
owners had freed their slaves of their own
accord. ... As the slavery question was discussed year after year, misunderstandings and
hate crept in and made it impossible for the

4. Slave owners simply wanted to be left
alone and be allowed to self-govern
“In the south, there was no desire for
shedding blood or engaging in warfare. All
the southern people wanted was to be let alone
and to be allowed to govern themselves as
they believed to be right.” –– “School History of Virginia.”
“The southern people did not think that
it was fair to the slave owners to take their
slaves away, because slaves represented
money, nor did they believe that sudden freedom would be beneficial to the slaves themselves, who were too ignorant and helpless to
take care of themselves.” -- “School History
of Virginia.”
“The majority of the Southern people did
not think that war would come, and a great
many Northern people were in favor at this
time of letting the Southern states go without
any trouble. Had it not been for a different
view held by President Lincoln and other
northern people ... it is possible that there
would have been two nations without any
conflict.” –– “School History of Virginia.”
“[In the U.S. Constitution] it was made
very plain that the state laws were not to be
interfered with, and from neglect of this the
trouble came.” – “First Book in the History
of Virginia.”
5. After the Civil War, many slaves didn’t
understand what freedom meant
“The negroes did not want to fight
against their masters, and were only frightened.” –– First Book in the History of Virginia”
“The slaves who had done their work and
in whom they had invested large portions of
their wealth, were now free to do as they
pleased, and in their ignorance of what freedom meant, many of them refused to work
for wages, or worked so irregularly that their
services could not be depended upon.” ––
”School History of Virginia.”
“The situation must have seemed desperate indeed. To make it worse, if possible,
adventurers from the North and from Europe
flocked into Virginia to take advantage of the
opportunities to buy land cheaply and to gain
prominence for themselves by teaching irresponsible and ignorant negroes to vote.” –
“School History of Virginia.”
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READY TO VOTE — This is the ballot for this year’s election. Note that there are no constitutional
amendments or bond issues, which should speed up voting. Also note that under state law there is no
party designation for county offices (the right hand column) but there are three candidates for both
the County Board and the School Board. This is why we need volunteers at the polls on Election Day
handing out sample ballots that show Erik Gutshall and Monique O’Grady are our candidates. This
sample ballot is the one for the 49th House of Delegates seat (bottom center), which is the only one of
Arlington’s four delegate districts where the incumbent Democrat faces an opponent.

ACDC Voice, October 2017, Page 11

Here’s how you can help in the final
drive for victory in November
We need your help volunteering now
more than ever. The race for governor will
determine whether we can have nonpartisan,
common-sense redistricting or whether this
past decade’s gerrymandered districts continue. In that sense, this election will determine the next 14 years of governance. We
must win for Virginia.
We also must be the difference for our
local candidates, Erik Gutshall and Monique
O’Grady, who are true public servants and
will move Arlington forward.
And we must win for our State Delegates—Alfonso Lopez, Patrick Hope, Rip
Sullivan and Mike Levine—who are each
committed to the shared prosperity that Governor McAuliffe has worked so hard to improve.
Lastly, we must win to start the change
that this country so desperately needs. Our
country is in a tough place. We need to change
the tone and do so quickly. The stakes are
breathtaking on issue after issue.
So, please, help us with one or more of

the following activities:

Central - Kevin Saucedo-Broach
ksaucedobroach@vavictory17.org

Canvass and Call for Democrats
Go “Beyond Arlington” – Flipin Arlington
In order to win this election statewide, ping House Seats in 2017
and to win all of our local races, Arlington
must turn out big. We have made it our goal
to be the margin of victory. That means our
canvassing and calling goals each and every
weekend are high. We need all your help to
meet them.
Specifically, we are working to support
our organizers here in Arlington. So, please
email our organizers below if you are able to
canvass or call voters to persuade them and
turn them out for Democrats.
South Metro Area - Ed O’Callaghan
eocalloghan@vavictory17.org
Metro
Area
Erin
Marshall
emarshall@vavictory17.org
66 Corridor - Thomas Yabroff
tyabroff@vavictory17.org

As November approaches, we have a real
chance to help change the House of Delegates.
Join the Beyond Arlington Program and help
win some House of Delegate seats for Democrats. There were 17 House of Delegate Districts, currently held by Republicans, that
voted for Hillary Clinton in 2016; the exact
number needed by to win a Democratic majority in the House. We are phone banking
every Tuesday and Thursday at ACDC from
6:00-8:30 pm. Email Steve Baker at
swbaker12@gmail.com if you would like to
phone bank. We are also canvassing every
weekend for our adopted candidates in Prince
William, Loudoun and Fairfax Counties.
Eemail Steve if you are able to help.
These are all amazing candidates in very
winnable districts. Direct voter contact
through phone banking and canvassing is crucial to our success. Most importantly, these
activities are easy and fun.

Staff Arlington Festivals and
Farmers Markets
October 15 – Latino American Festival
We need many volunteers at these events
to register voters and provide critical information about the upcoming election. Email
Matt de Ferranti at deferrantim@gmail.com
if you would like to help with the festival.

Voter Registration
Arlington Democrats run voter registration events around the county every month of
the year, but we really gear up our efforts in
the critical weeks before registration closes
for the election cycle. The last day to register for this election cycle is October 16. If
you are interested in volunteering for voter
registration
opportunities,
please
contact ACDCVotes@gmail.com.

