Vol. 43, No 1

WE’RE
ELECTING A
NEW ACDC
CHAIR
Jill
Caiazzo

www.arlingtondemocrats.org

January 2018

Time to vote for ACDC officers
Two candidates have announced they are running for ACDC chair, making for a rare competitive race next week for the leadership of the local
party.
The same evening will see elections for precinct
captains (126 positions) and posts on the ACDC
Steering Committee (15 positions, including chair).
Steve Baker and Jill Caiazzo have announced
their candidacies to succeed Kip Malinosky, who
is retiring after four years at the helm. Messages
from each of the candidates will be found on Page
6 of this month’s Voice.
Under state party rules, all precinct captaincies and all Steering Committee elective posts will
be on the ballot at the January meeting, which will
be held on the second Wednesday of the month,
January 10, rather than the usual first Wednesday.
All elective positions are for two-year terms.

Anyone wishing to run for either a precinct
captaincy or a Steering Committee post must file a
form declaring their candidacy and enclosing a filing fee of $25 at ACDC Headquarters, 2001
Jefferson Davis Hwy, Suite 604, Arlington VA
22202, no later than 7 p.m., Monday, January 8.
The forms are posted on the ACDC website,
www.arlingtondemocrats.org.
Arlington now has 54 precincts. ACDC has
three captains in each of the 18 biggest precincts
(defined by the number of Democratic voters in
November’s gubernatorial election) and two captains in each of the other precincts. That makes a
total of 126 captains.
For this election, a candidate for precinct captain must be a registered voter in the precinct for
which he or she is seeking a captaincy or have served
continued on page three

What party leads in the House
of Delegates at this hour....?
Steve
Baker

See the
messages
from our 2
candidates
on Page 6

Virginia’s House of Delegates election has
turned into more fun than a hanging chad!
The 2000 Florida presidential vote and its hanging chad controversy was resolved in six weeks. But
the Virginia contest is still up in the air after two
months with a good chance that the House of Delegates will go into session January 10 with control
still up in the air.
Two seats remain unresolved. If both go to
Democrats, Dems will control the House 51-49; if
both go to the GOP, the Republicans will control
the House 51-49. And if the seats are split, the House
will be split 50-50, requiring the two parties to negotiate how to run the institution.
Strange as it may sound, such a standoff is not
at all rare in the United States. In fact, in all 10
even-year elections from 1992 through 2010, at least
one lower house in at least one state was left in a tie
every year. Sometimes, the speakership alternated
by months between the parties and half the committee chairmanships were given to one party and half
to the other. But the possible permutations are almost infinite.
As we bid adieu to 2017, the party breakdown
was 49-49 with one remaining seat going before a

judge January 5 and the other to be decided by a
drawing January 4.
One seat is in District 94 in Newport News.
After Election Day, Republican incumbent David
Yancey led by 10 votes over Democratic challenger
Shelly Simonds. After the recount was finished,
Simonds came out on top by one vote. But the next
day, the three judges of the recount court approved
one more ballot for Yancey and ruled the election a
tie at 11,608 to 11,608. (See that ballot on Page 10
of this issue.)
Simonds has gone to court, saying the golden
ballot was brought into play too late. The Virginia
Board of Elections said Friday it would choose the
winner Thursday, January 4, by drawing a name out
of a bowl—unless the court orders some other route
in response to Simonds’ suit. BUT, the loser of the
draw is authorized by law to request another recount!
That would mean no one from that district would
be seated when the House convenes January 10.
Historical footnote: The last time a House of
Delegates election ended in a tie was in 1971. The
Democrat lost the draw.
The Washington Post surveyed states in 2014
continued on page nine
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Report from Chairman Kip Malinosky

Lessons learned
Chairing the Arlington County Democratic Committee for the last four years has
been a great honor and extraordinary challenge.
I ran for Chair because I wanted to bring the
party together, recruit new Precinct Captains,
continue voter registration and identification,
sustain party finances, diversify the party and
help beyond Arlington. Four years later, we
have made significant progress on all these
goals and won every election in Arlington for
the last three years. With my final Chair column, I want to focus on lessons learned that
Democratic Committees should embrace.
First, candidate recruitment is of the utmost importance. Democrats need to contest
every office. While this has never been a problem in Arlington, it is a problem for most Democratic committees. Even in Arlington, I made it
my duty to meet with anyone interested in running for office as a Democrat. I would encourage every potential candidate to think long and
hard about why they want to run and to encourage them to get involved in commissions and
community work, if they were not already engaged. The key is that Democratic committees
should welcome and recruit a diverse array of

candidates for every office.
Second, successful political parties are
coalition-builders. In Arlington, we implemented instant runoff voting for our caucuses
to ensure that each candidate had a strong incentive to reach beyond his or her base. Our
Outreach Team worked to engage community
leaders from all different backgrounds and had
a presence at every community festival. Furthermore every new progressive group, (Indivisible, WoFA, Let America Vote, Mobilize,
etc) should be welcomed by Democratic committees. Too often Democratic committees become small social clubs that aren’t very welcoming to newcomers. This must change,
which leads me to the next point.
Third, embrace grassroots campaigning.
You knew I had to write about the importance
of knocking on doors and making phone calls.
It is not just about using these tactics, but strategically implementing them. The most important part of this idea is that local Democratic
committees must work hand-in-hand with
statewide coordinated campaigns. Local committees can help statewide campaigns find volunteer leaders, staging locations and promote
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and publicize canvassing, calling and voter
registration events. In return, coordinated campaigns should share volunteer lists, training
resources and events with local committees.
Not everyone needs to knock on doors or make
calls, but every committee member needs to
do something. Every year a few races are decided by a handful of votes.
Fourth, elections are about choices. Our
candidates always have compelling stories to
tell about why they are running for office.
Their stories, values and positions on the issues must be clearly contrasted with their
opponents. Our committees must make every effort to get the message across for every
candidate through flyers, mailers and, now
especially, online. Furthermore, committees
must ensure voters are informed about every
opportunity to vote. If nothing else, committees need to let voters know who the Democratic candidates are by creating sample
Democratic ballots and offering them to every voter.
Democratic politics (both big and little
“D”) is difficult work. Frustrations are legion.
Disappointments are guaranteed. The opportunity to make a difference, however, by electing candidates who believe that government
should help people rather than only rewarding the rich is deeply gratifying. I am stepping down as Chair, but my commitment to
electing Democrats won’t waver an iota. And
I encourage activists everywhere to get involved in your Democratic committee and
make it an even better force for progressive
change.

It’s Breakfast
on 1st Saturday
The Second Saturday Breakfast will be
held on the FIRST Saturday this month, January 6, because the governor’s inauguration
will be on the second Saturday.
The program will be to celebrate the incredible achievements of our outgoing ACDC
chair, Kip Malinosky, after four years of service and hard work.
We’ll be at Busboys and Poets in
Shirlington with the doors opening at 8 a.m.
We will try to adjourn by 9:30 a.m. so folks
can get to Del. Patrick Hope’s Pancakes and
Politics event. (Maybe you wanna go for an
egg and OJ at the ACDC breakfast?)
And please, please, please don’t forget
to bring cash. We get one check for all at the
end of the breakfast, so plastic just doesn’t
cut it. It’s like the good old days of cash.
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Time to vote
for ACDC’s
officers
continued from page one
as a captain in that precinct for at least six
months before the election. Any and all who
are interested are encouraged to file. Training sessions will be offered in the spring, so
captains can be up to speed for the elections
this fall, which will include the re-election of
Sen. Tim Kaine. (To learn what a precinct
captain does, see Page 8.)
The filing fee of $25 is non-refundable.
However, the party does not want anyone
deprived of the ability to run by financial circumstances, so anyone who feels unable to
pay may appeal to Chairman Malinosky, who
has the authority to waive the fee. That appeal should be filed with the nomination form.
The precinct captain elections will be the
first order of business at the January meeting.
To be fully transparent, ACDC was last able to
find candidates for all the captains’ slots when
Noah was a precinct captain in the Ark precinct.
So, the standard is for all those running to be
declared elected without any ballot needed.

Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited
Wednesday, January 10, 6:30 p.m. sign-in
NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe & Wilson
Free parking under building, enter from Taylor Street

Elections! You can never get far away from them when
you’re an Arlington Democrat. And this month’s meeting
will be filled with them as we elect our new precinct captains
and ACDC Steering Committee. Note that not all attendees
get to vote. All you ever wanted to know (and probably a
lot more) is in the story starting on Page One. And after
you finish voting, you’ll hear candidate announcements for
the County Board and the School Board.

After the captains are elected, the meeting will turn to the Steering Committee and
its 15 elective positions, viz., chair; deputy
chair; precinct operations chair; finance chair;
press and public relations chair; outreach and
visibility chairs (three); communications director; The Voice editor; volunteer coordinator; secretary; treasurer; sergeant-at-arms and
parliamentarian.

Yard Sign
of the month

The same deadline for filing a nomination form, the same $25 filing fee and the same
waiver rule apply to these posts.
Those attending the January 10 meeting
must check in between 6:30 p.m. and 7:15
p.m. The meeting will be called to order at
7:15 p.m.
If a ballot for any precinct captain is required, only registered voters from the contested precinct can vote. Hint: While captains
elected in January must be living in the precinct where they run, captains elected later in
the cycle can come from anywhere in the
county. Therefore, if three people seek to run
in a precinct with two captains, it is usually
suggested that one step aside and wait to be
elected the next month in another precinct
with a shortage of candidates.
After the captains are elected, the elections for Steering Committee will be held.
The electorate for the Steering Committee is
not everyone attending the meeting. It is: the
newly elected precinct captains; the immediate past chair of ACDC, Kip Malinosky; the
president of the Arlington Young Democrats
and one other designee from AYD; members
of the Democratic State Central Committee
who live in Arlington; and anyone elected to
public office in Arlington as a Democratic
candidate or endorsee who lives in Arlington.
That last phrase may confuse some
people, but a number of state senators and
delegates representing Arlington can come
from Alexandria or Fairfax County because
their districts cross county lines. Only those
who live in Arlington can vote in the ACDC
elections.
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Democratic Values in Action

It’s the mad
annual rush
for cereal!
EGAD! It’s the end of the year and we
still have not made our goal of cereal boxes
for the Arlington Food Assistance Center
(AFAC)!
Of course, that’s nothing new. As near
as we can tell, the last time we made the goal
before Times Square erupted on New Year’s
Eve was back when Martin van Buren was
president. (You remember Martin, don’t
you?)
But the good news is that we aren’t as
deep in the hole as last year. As of December
28, with three days left in 2017, we were 75
boxes short of our goal of 400 boxes.
At this juncture last year, we were 124
boxes short. So being just 75 boxes shy
of the goal this year looks downright
bright! (Okay, that’s a little journalistic
hyperbole.)
What we have regularly done in past
years is push December a few weeks into
January and keep collecting boxes toward the
Old Year’s Goal.
You can help make the goal without ever
leaving your home. Just go online to https://
afac.org/campaign/democratic-values-in-action/ and make a contribution that will be
swiftly converted into cereal.
You can also do it the old-fashioned
way—by hand-carrying boxes to any ACDC
or AYD event. And, if you arrive and realize
you left your box at home, there’s a jar there
where you can plunk down cash toward a box
buy.
Democratic Values in Action (DVA), the
charitable arm of ACDC, has been collecting
cereal for AFAC for many years, way back to
the era when Donald Trump was only known
as a TV clown.
To many, cereal seems an odd food to
put at the top of the food agenda. But it’s not
so odd at all. For one thing, it’s very nutritious—as long as you avoid brands like Sugar
Bombs. And it’s easy to store and will last
safely for a long time.
So make a contribution now and help us
make our goal before the House of Delegates
elections are all wrapped up.

Donkey Ears
Listening to the doings
of Arlington’s Dems

as overheard by
Dan Steen and Mädi Green
Passages: The husband of the late County Board member Ellen Bozman,
William H. Bozman, died November 30 at Goodwin House in Bailey’s
Crossroads. A former senior budget examiner for the U.S. Bureau of the
Budget and senior administrator for several non-profit organizations, he was 93
and had been in declining health for months due to heart disease. A week
before he died, the County Board voted to name the county government
headquarters after Ellen Bozman, who died in 2009. Bill Bozman enlisted in
the Army Air Force in 1943. After WW II, he graduated cum laude from
Harvard University. Bozman worked at the Bureau of the Budget from 1948 to
1961, starting as a trainee budget examiner. He was then appointed the first
Assistant Administrator for Administration and Finance for the newly created
Area Redevelopment Administration, a position he held until 1964. In that
year, he was named Director of Field Operations for the newly created Community Action Program, Office of Economic Opportunity, as the War on Poverty
was officially known. In 1967, he became Deputy Director of the Community
Action Program. Moving to the private sector in1970, he was vice president
for administration and then for development for the Urban Institute until 1972,
when he was a principal in launching a private management consulting firm.
Bozman was comptroller and then vice president of the U.S. Railway Association from 1974 to1982. He also found time to volunteer for a range of community organizations, including being a founder and President of the Board of
Directors of the Alliance for Housing Solutions, which promotes affordable
housing in Arlington. He is survived by a daughter, Martha; two sons, William
McConnell and Bruce, and four grandchildren. His memorial service will be
held Saturday, January 6, at 1 p.m., at the Rock Spring Congregational Church,
5010 Little Falls Road.
Moving on: Former AYD Chair and one-time Joint Campaign Co-Chair Gordon
Simonette had moved into the hinterlands, taking the Silver Line to distant
Fairfax County where he has now been elected co-chair of the Hunter Mill
District Democratic Committee. Hunter Mill has a few precincts that are in
Barbara Comstock’s congressional district, so Gordon starts out with a demanding challenge right off the bat.
Wedding bells: Jarrod Nagurka, who helped organize the YD club at Washington-Lee High School and then organized the campaigns of Patrick Hope for
Congress, Rip Sullivan for the House of Delegates, and Christian Dorsey for
the County Board, launched a different campaign recently. He proposed to
Rebecca Cox in Charlottesville in mid-December. Fortunately for Nagurka,
she said yes.
Passages II: The mother of precinct captain Michael Raizen, Senta Amon
Raizen, passed away Dec. 23, survived by husband Al, children and grandchildren. A 60-year Arlington resident, she was known nationally and abroad for
her work on science education, founding the National Center for Improving
Science Education in 1988.
Blackout: The managers of the building housing ACDC headquarters planned to
turn off the electricity for 12 hours one night for some needed work. Kim
Phillip, ACDC office manager, saw the notice and knew it was Election Night.
She got in contact with building management and got the work postponed a
week. Thank you, Kim!
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McAuliffe not yet ready to run for president
Governor Terry McAuliffe calls his term
in office “the honor of my life.” And he might
follow it up with a run for the presidency in
2020. But he’s not prepared to run yet.
McAuliffe spent much of December giving end-of-term interviews to individual reporters who covered him in Richmond. Invariably, they asked him about his presidential thoughts.
“I’m going to finish here strong. I’m
going to travel extensively around the country, all through 2018, and then we’ll see where
we are in 2019. So if you’re asking me today,
it’s no.”
“In 2019, we’ll see where we’re at. Today the answer is no. I never take anything
off the table, but I loved being Governor of
Virginia, loved it,” he said.
“I mean I never take anything off the
table. I don’t. I’d like to be the pope. I’d like
to be Tom Brady’s backup quarterback,” he
laughs. “I love life! And I go for it. And I just
don’t take anything off the table.”
However, as to running for the Senate
or House, he does give a firm no. He says
they don’t get enough done.
Looking back at what he’s done over the
last four years, Governor McAuliffe said he’s
most proud of creating jobs after the recession and sequestration.
“The numbers speak for themselves—
$19 billion in new capital investment. Unemployment has gone from 5.4 to 3.6 percent.
We’re now the second lowest in the country,”
said McAuliffe.
His other top goal when he took office
was to improve transportation—“$10 billion
in projects, no political roads. The Port of
Virginia, we saved that. That was about to go
under. It’s now been profitable for three
straight years in a row.”
For those accomplishments and others,
Governing magazine just named McAuliffe
Public Official of the Year.
His biggest regret is not succeeding in
expanding Medicaid.
He says his toughest day as governor was
last Aug. 12 when he learned a protester and
two state troopers he worked with were killed
at the Charlottesville alt-right rally.
“The hard part was when I had to address the nation at that press conference. It
was hard on me personally, because I was so
devastated by what I’d seen and heard from
these people,” he recalled.
“I never in my life had ever experienced
such hatred, such divisiveness and I kept asking myself, ‘Where does this come from in

this country?’”
The governor recalled speaking to President Trump during the chaos and feeling assured Trump understood the need to unify the
country, but then something changed.
“I don’t know what happened. After our
call, he delayed his press conference for an
hour and I think the folks in the White House
got in touch with him and he went on national
television and blamed both sides.”
McAuliffe said he doesn’t think President Trump is racist, but instead has no moral
core.
“This is a function of him wanting to win.
In his whole life, he will say or do anything
to win. So if he has to come off and act like a
racist to get the good ‘ol boys down there,
he’s going to say it.”
As for advice he would give Governorelect Ralph Northam, McAuliffe recommended further increasing teacher salaries.

Will Terry McAuliffe
be a candidate again?

“The big thing I think he faces is teacher
shortages. We have 1,000 teacher shortages
right now. I’m proud we did two pay raises,
two under my term, but we’re still $7,900
under the national average in Virginia,” he
said.
Among the things he says he’s most
proud of: restoring rights to more ex-felons
than any governor has; transforming the way
transportation dollars are spent; and bringing
in craft brewers like Deschutes and Ballast
Point, to name a few. He says those breweries in turn boost agriculture and local farmers, as well as tourism.
McAuliffe believes Ralph Northam’s
leadership will piggyback on the progress he’s
made. “It will be a continuation,” he said.
“But the crazy legislation, the very anti-social legislation, that will never see the light
of the day. So I do think my 120-veto record
will be here forever,” he laughed.
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Your candidates for ACDC chair

Steve Baker
As we start the new year and get ready
for the next election, some changes will be
inevitable. I spelled out three priorities for
ACDC at our December meeting that relate
to how we operate as a committee, govern
ourselves and work with the community. In
today’s difficult political environment, it is
crucial that we continue to adapt, recruiting
good candidates and electing Democrats in
Arlington, advocating for better schools and
a better community while running up the score
in our statewide elections and collaborating
with our neighboring committees, sharing best
ideas and practices.
Our first priority is to restructure our
meetings. We need to take a page from the
Indivisible Handbook and make our meetings
more interactive and activity focused. We
need more Q&A, more break-out sessions and
working groups. We need to give our members more opportunities to participate. By
accomplishing more business at our meetings
we can eliminate some redundancy of meeting that sometimes drains our valuable volunteer time.

Jill Caiazzo
Arlington Democrats,
Like so many of you, I have written
scores of postcards over the past year asking
Democrats to exercise that most precious of

Secondly, we must ensure a fair and
transparent process so that everyone has a
voice. We must place a high priority on being small d democratic. Important decisions
should be brought to the full committee to
build the broadest support. As the big tent
party, Democrats want to welcome a wide
variety of ideas and give voice to them all.
One of the casualties of our current political
situation has been civil discourse. We need
to re-learn how to communicate. We need to
embrace discussion, respect our differences
and not be afraid to compromise; and we need
to engage our YD’s and communicate across
multiple channels, including texting and social media. Getting the process right will help
restore public trust and broaden our efforts.
Third, we need to do better outreach to
all our communities. We can’t just show up
around election time to the African American
community, the Latino community, the Asian
community and others, asking for votes and
then disappearing the other 11 months of the
year. Outreach needs to be a year round effort. It’s an ongoing conversation. Our committee and our government need to be reflective of our entire Democratic family. There
is so much more we can do. The best ideas

will be yours and they will always be welcome. Please join me in taking our committee through these important two years. Thank
you!

rights — voting! It seems only fitting to close
2017 with one final note to my fellow Democratic warriors here in Arlington. I write to
you today to ask for your support as the next
chair of the Arlington Democrats.
We live in interesting times! As Arlington Democrats, we are fortunate to have a
robust local party infrastructure able to
weather most political storms with an unrivaled steadiness. You can count on me to be a
faithful steward of this organization’s bestin-class practices – including our poll greeting operation, our farmers market and festival participation, our support of the Coordinated Campaign with the multi-candidate grip
card, and more. I have learned these practices
as a Precinct Captain, an Area Chair, Deputy
Chair of Precinct Ops, and Co-Chair of the
2017 Joint Campaign, and I know that they
must be preserved.
But my solid working knowledge of the
Arlington Democrats — and equally important, my grassroots experience — also have
made clear to me that there is room for innovation. I know this because, in my time with
the Arlington Democrats, I have championed
new initiatives that have made a difference:
•
In the aftermath of the 2016 election, I

led the charge on our Open Houses and our
participation in the Women’s March – critical activities that brought in hundreds of new
volunteers;
•
With respect to Precinct Operations, I
have focused on reorienting our strategy to
tackle head-on the challenges posed by the
large residential buildings;
•
And with the Joint Campaign, I pushed
to improve the volunteer experience by organizing different types of free activities, enhancing the sign-up system, and leveraging
grassroots communication networks.
As chair, I would press for additional innovations to meet the challenge of these times,
and I would empower others — especially
those historically underrepresented in politics
and government — to do the same. In short, I
would act boldly to build on the tremendous
blue momentum of 2017. The Democratic
Party should strive for nothing less.
I invite you to learn more about my goals
for the Arlington Democrats at—
facebook.com/Jill4Chair and to join the more
than 50 Area Chairs, Precinct Captains, and
community leaders supporting my campaign.
Together, we will win in 2018 and beyond.
Let’s get started!

ACDC Voice, January 2018, Page 7

How bad
were the
polls?
Were the polls bad in Virginia this
past fall? The vast majority of the
polls showed Ralph Northam winning
the governorship, but with one exception they got the margin of victory way
low.
The last 13 polls—that is, all
those taken at least partly in November—produced an average margin of
victory for Northam of 2.8 percentage
points, which was not even one-third
of his actual margin of 8.9 percentage
points.
Only one poll taken in those final days got it right. Quinnipiac (see
blue box in table at left) showed
Northam winning by nine points. But
earlier polls taken by Quinnipiac in
October showed Northam flying to
victory by 14 and 17 points!
In the entire campaign, only four
polls (see red boxes in table) showed
Ed Gillespie winning—but they garnered news coverage all out of proportion to what the polls as a group
were showing.
Two of those Gillespie-winning
polls were taken by The Polling Company, a GOP outfit. But in its last poll
taken just days before the balloting,
even The Polling Company showed
Northam ahead, albeit by only one
point.
Monmouth University took a poll
in mid-October showing Gillespie
ahead by one point. That was the first
poll to show Gillespie on top and drew
enormous
media
attention.
Monmouth took the last poll of the
campaign and that showed Northam
up by two points, but that poll drew
little attention.
The only other poll to show
Gillespie ahead was taken in mid-October by Hampton University and
showed Gillespie ahead by an astounding eight points. Hampton did not take
another poll before Election Day.
The table shows all the polls
taken in October and November. Earlier polls were shown in the November issue of The Voice.
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Just what does a precinct captain do?
All 126 positions as precinct captain in
Arlington County are up for election next
Wednesday, January 10. Each of the county’s
54 precincts has at least two captains, with
the largest third having three. So there is always someone else to work with. A total of
126 is a lot of posts to fill, and ACDC is constantly on the lookout for folks who are interested in serving as precinct captains. But just
what does being a captain involve?

•
Meet and work with great Democrats in
your precinct
•
Meet and work with elected officials who
represent you
•
Enjoy doing good work to elect leaders
from the schoolhouse to the White House who
will make Arlington a safer, healthier and
better place to live
•
Be a voting member of the Arlington
County Democratic Committee

What is the mission of a Precinct Captain?
In general, Precinct Captains are the link
between the Democratic Party and the voters
of their precincts. The Precinct Captain works
year-round to get to know her/his neighbors,
listen to their concerns and issues and communicate these issues to the Democratic leadership. This creates a sense of community,
promotes the idea that “we are all in this together” and ultimately builds a strong team
that can maximize Democratic turnout and
performance in local, state and federal elections.

Precinct Operations Timeline
In 2018, our November ballot will include four Democratic candidates—one each
for US Senator, US House of Representatives,
Arlington County Board and Arlington

What does a Precinct Captain do?
Every precinct is different, but, in general, Precinct Captains:
•
Recruit volunteers for literature drops in
the fall and poll greeting on Election Day plus
distributing our Democratic Messenger to
every accessible door in the precinct in midSeptember;
•
Act as a campaign point of contact; and
•
Work with their Area Chairs and other
nearby precincts to recruit volunteers for
multi-precinct voter-ID and get-out-the-vote
canvasses and/or phone banks.
But this is only the beginning. Precinct
Captains provide the pivotal points of contact and leadership for all our campaign activities and are encouraged to be creative and
pro-active in pursuit of a higher Democratic
turnout. Precinct Captains are leaders of
neighborhood teams that are in turn supported
by Area Chairs and others on the Precinct
Operations leadership team. The goal and
expectation is that you will have volunteers
to help you; the Precinct Ops team will assist
you at every turn and give you lists of past
volunteers to get you started.
What are the benefits of being a Precinct
Captain?
•
Be a member of the Arlington County
Area/Neighborhood Team
•
Be a Democratic grassroots leader in
your neighborhood

County School Board. We may have a primary and/or caucus earlier in the year for any
or all of these seats.
ACDC’s mission is to elect Democrats
in all these races and Precinct Captains are
the cornerstones of our efforts from recruiting volunteers to getting out the vote.
Below is our best-estimate overview of
the 2018 monthly activities for Precinct Captains. Remember: You are not doing this
job alone. The Precinct Ops leadership, your
Area Chair and experienced volunteers from
your precinct will all help you. Please share
your successes and ideas and ask for help
whenever you need it. Good communication
is the key!
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And today’s House of Delegates winner is...
continued from page one
and reported that 35 used a draw, coin toss or
other chance selection to resolve ties.
The other contested seat is in
Fredericksburg’s District 28, an open seat.
The ballot count there showed Democrat
Joshua Cole trailing Republican Bob Thomas
by 82 votes. But the ballot count is actually
not a solution since some residents of the district were improperly assigned to another district and at least 100 voters living in District
28 were given the ballot for an adjoining district. In other words, a recount cannot solve
the problems in that district. A judge has the
option to decide whether to order a new election—a do-over—and will hear arguments
January 5.
If both those seats remain in the air January 10 when the House of Delegates convenes,
the chamber will have to organize with 49
Democrats and 49 Republicans.
Good luck!
In the 94th District in Newport News,
Simonds argues that the three-judge panel
assigned as a recount court made a “clear legal error” when it reviewed and counted a
ballot that was not initially tallied because it
had too many bubbles filled in.
The judges were presented with a letter
from a Yancey-chosen recount official, Newport News teacher Kenneth Mallory, who said
the ballot in question should have gone to
Yancey. The panel agreed and decided that
each candidate had earned 11,608 votes.
The recount official wrote the letter overnight saying he felt he had erred in not insisting that the ballot be sent to the three judges
for a ruling. He had simply agreed with a
Democratic recount official that the ballot was
an “overvote”—meaning too many candidates
were chosen—and agreed to set it aside as a
voided ballot.
It isn’t clear how the ballot even got
through Election Day. Ballots are immediately inserted in a scanner and read. Newport News Registrar Vicki Lewis said any
ballot with more than one bubble for an office filled in is supposed to be spit out and the
voter given a replacement ballot. But sometimes, she said, voters walk away before that
process is finished.
Newport News Electoral Board member
Susan Devlin told the Richmond Times-Dispatch that Simonds picked up votes in the recount mainly where voters had filled in the
“D” after her name rather than the bubble in
front of it.
Simonds has filed a “motion for recon-

sideration” — asking the judges to reconsider
their decision on the golden ballot.
If the judges deny Simonds’ motion, the
race would go back to the draw unless she
wants to take further legal action, her lawyer,
Ezra Reese, told the Daily Press of Newport
News.
The State Board of Elections plans to
choose the winner by drawing one of two film
canisters, each containing a candidate’s name,
out of a bowl.
Simonds and her attorneys argue that
Newport News Circuit Court Judge Bryant L.
Sugg, Powhatan Circuit Court Chief Judge
Paul W. Cella and Chesterfield Circuit Court
Judge David E. Johnson should never have
reviewed the ballot in question. Recount rules,
they said, say that recount officials are supposed to set aside any ballots they can’t agree
on and let the judges make the final decision.
However, no ballots were challenged in that
manner on the day of the recount.
Simonds also argues that the ballot

shouldn’t have been counted at all because it
was an overvote, meaning it had marks next
to multiple candidates.
In court, Republican lawyers argued that
the recount isn’t over until the judges make
the final decision, making the late ballot review valid. They also argued that the voter
had filled in both bubbles in the delegate race,
but had then put a slash through one bubble,
indicating the voter was canceling what he or
she had done.
The Board of Elections has a handbook
showing all sorts of markings that have appeared on ballots in the past and saying what
sort of ruling should be made in each case.
But a ballot with both bubbles filled in and a
line through one of them is not in the handbook. However, the guidebook says that when
a voter selects two candidates but clarifies the
intention by using “an additional mark or
marks that appear to indicate support” for one,
then “the ballot shall be counted.”
Last month, the Daily Press reported that
Yancey was one of the Hampton Roads lawmakers who suggested Sugg’s name when it
was time to fill an open spot on the Newport
News Circuit Court in 2014. Experts contacted by the Daily Press did not agree on
whether Sugg should have recused himself
from the recount hearing, but they said that
public perception could be tainted.

UNRESOLVED 94TH DISTRICT — Shelly Simonds (foreground)
is challenging David Yancey (hovering in the background).
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THE GOLDEN BALLOT — This is the ballot that tied the House of Delegates race in Newport
News. The voter went straight Republican for the statewide offices. In the last column, he or she
voted for an independent, Woodruff, running against a Democrat, Boyle.

