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Tim Kaine will speak to BVD

We have two candidates for
County Board in the June
12 primary. See their messages on Page 5.
We will be voting on amendments to our Arl Dem bylaws at
the April meeting, including a
proposal to open up
the voting in the
biennial
officer
elections.
See details
on Page 7.

The Norfolk GOP just voted
on amendments to their bylaws. They
preferred
brawling to
balloting.
See details
on Page 8.

Senator Tim Kaine will be the featured speaker
at this year’s Blue Victory Dinner to be held Saturday, April 21.
In addition, seven of the 11 Democratic women
who won seats in the House of Delegates last November by taking them away from Republicans will
be attending the dinner where they will be honored
for their history-making campaigns.
Tickets for the dinner are still available at
www.arlingtondemocrats.org/bvd. But note that
early-bird pricing will end after April 7.
The Blue Victory Dinner will be held at the
usual site, the Westin Arlington Gateway on Glebe
Road just north of Wilson Blvd. The reception begins at 6 p.m. with the dinner to follow at 7 p.m. or
whenever the talkative guests can be corralled into
the banquet room.
The hotel is within walking distance of the
Ballston Metro Station. Garage parking is avail-

able on Vermont Street, which you enter from
Fairfax Drive.
The seven new delegates at the dinner will be:
Jennifer Carroll Foy (2nd District)
Wendy Gooditis (10th)
Danica Roem (13th)
Elizabeth Guzman (31st)
Kathy Tran (42nd)
Hala Ayala (51st)
Karrie Delaney (67th)

The approaching Blue Tsunami

Poll shows GOP candidates for
Congress are weak all over state
A new poll suggests Virginia Democrats should
open up all the spigots in this fall’s congressional
campaigns as voters in nine of the commonwealth’s
11 districts say they prefer a Democrat to win this
year.
The Virginia congressional delegation is currently divided four Dems and seven Republicans.
The poll suggests a division of nine Dems and two
Republicans is within reach. A Blue Tsunami is a
real possibility—just like the one that swept across
Virginia last fall.
The poll shows no Republican with majority
support, but two with a plurality of support—Tom
Garrett in the 5th District has an eight-point lead over
a generic Democrat and Morgan Griffith in the 9th
District has a four-point lead.
But it was bad news in the other four districts
with incumbent Republicans defending their seats.
Scott Taylor in the 2nd District was down 5
points.
Barbara Comstock in the 10th District was
down 10 points. She has been the chief target of

Democrats in Virginia.
Rob Whitten in the 1st District was down 21
points.
And Dave Brat in the 7th District was down an
astounding 28 points.
In the 6th District, Republican Bob Goodlatte
is retiring, making for the sole open seat in the state.
The poll shows a generic Dem preferred over a generic Republican there by just three points.
To no one’s surprise, the four incumbent Democrats show no problems in the poll—least of all Don
Beyer from the 8th District encompassing Arlington. The poll shows him with 74 percent support
against just 7 percent for a generic Republican.
Don McEachin, first elected two years ago in
the 4th District, also dominates 74-21 against a generic Republican, while Gerry Connolly in Fairfax
County’s 11th District leads 66-21 percent.
The 3rd District’s Bobby Scott is the only one
of the four without an outright majority. He leads a
generic Republican 48-29 percent.
continued on page nine
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Report from Chair Jill Caiazzo

What comes next in fight against gun violence?
Launch of the Arlington Dems contingent in the March for Our Lives

Arlington Democrats showed up in force
for the March for Our Lives — but what will
we do next on the important issue of gun violence prevention? Celebrating the inspirational leadership of our students on this issue
is vital, but we cannot stop there. All community members — adults and students alike —
must continue the movement.
I urge Arlington Democrats once again
to come together as a community to take
meaningful action to promote common sense
gun safety measures. In the short term, there
are two concrete steps that we can take to further our advocacy on this issue:
•
Help Flip Arizona’s 8th Congressional
District in a Special Election on April 24!
Democrat Dr. Hiral Tipirneni faces off against
a Republican opponent endorsed by the NRA.
Flipping this seat would bring one more vote
in favor of common sense gun safety measures to the U.S. Congress. Getting involved
in this campaign is easy with the Arlington
Democrats! The leader of our Beyond Arlington program, Steve Baker, is organizing a
series of phone banks to Arizona voters in the
coming weeks. Calling from home also is an

option. To get involved, sign-up at: bit.ly/
FlipAZ8.
•
Join the Vigil Outside of NRA Headquarters on April 14! Each month, activists
gather in front of the NRA headquarters building in Fairfax to protest the NRA’s extreme
positions on gun safety reform. The vigil always takes place on the 14th, in recognition
of the fact that the Sandy Hook tragedy took
place on December 14, 2012. This month’s
protest falls on a Saturday — let’s make it a
big one! By doing so, we will drive home the
message that we are here to stay on this issue.
To join the vigil with other Arlington Democrats, sign-up at: bit.ly/NRAVigilApril14. My
thanks go to Lexington Precinct Captain
Chris de Rosa for alerting me to this important activity.
Looking ahead, we all must do our part
to flip the U.S. Congress during the mid-term
election in November. Naturally, that means
ensuring a strong turnout in Arlington. But
we must once again look beyond Arlington,
to Virginia’s 10th Congressional District and
more. Our Beyond Arlington program will
have many opportunities for involvement in
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key flippable districts, and I am asking you
now to commit to participate in the summer
and fall. The Beyond Arlington program has
a proven track record of success — a fact
which will be on full display at our upcoming
Blue Victory Dinner on April 21
(www.arlingtondemocrats.org/bvd), where
we will celebrate seven of the Democratic
women candidates who successfully flipped
seats in the Virginia General Assembly last
year. If we are unable to change an elected
official’s mind, then we must change his or
her seat. It is the only way to achieve lasting
reform.
On the longer-term horizon, during our
recent Town Hall on Common Sense Gun
Safety Reform, I personally committed to
travel to Richmond next January to lobby the
Virginia General Assembly for reform with
the Arlington Branch of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America. The federal
holiday marking the birth of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. (a victim of gun violence) also serves
as the primary lobbying day for gun-sense
voters, and I will be there. Will you commit
now to joining me? Mark your calendars for
January 21, 2019, and watch this space for
more information on how to get involved in
this important lobbying day.
As you become aware of additional concrete steps that can be taken to further the
cause of common sense gun safety reform, I
encourage you to share your ideas at
info@arlingtondemocrats.org. Working together, we can make a difference on this issue. Stay focused, stay committed, and we will
achieve the change so forcefully — and
rightly — demanded by our children during
the March for Our Lives.
In solidarity,
Jill
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Ds & Rs still
to be absent
from ballot
A bill to identify the political party of a
candidate running for a local or constitutional
office in Virginia was killed in a House of
Delegates committee.
The Virginia ballot shows the party affiliation of candidates for federal office, statewide office and the General Assembly. But
candidates for local offices—in Arlington,
County Board, School Board and the five
“constitutional offices”—are not identified by
party.
That is the key reason Arlington Democrats produce a sample ballot each year to
hand out to voters at the polls, as they might
otherwise not know the Democratic candidates for local offices.
Senate Bill 144 was a bi-partisan proposal by Sens. David Suetterlein, Republican

Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited
Wednesday, April 4, 7:00 p.m.
NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd.
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe and Wilson
Free parking under building; enter from Taylor Street

Our April meeting is generally our biggest of the year as our
Richmond delegation—all four delegates and all three state
senators—report on the many high points—and many low
points—of this year’s 60-day legislative session. Come hear
some stories you won’t see printed in the papers! We will
also be voting on amendments to the bylaws, including a
proposal to open voting on officers to more active Democrats.
from Roanoke County, and Lionell Spruill,
Democrat from Chesapeake. It easily passed
the State Senate in January on a 28-12 vote.
But it ran into opposition in the House
Privileges and Elections Committee, where
it went down to defeat 10-12.
The bill would have provided that any

Baseball cap
of the month

candidate for a local or constitutional office
who is nominated by a political party or in a
primary election be identified on the ballot
by party.
A constitutional officer is a circuit court
clerk, commonwealth’s attorney, sheriff, commissioner of the revenue or treasurer. They
are called “constitutionals” because they are
listed in the state constitution.
“Constitutional offices, boards of supervisors and many city councils already have
candidates nominated by political parties, but
the candidates have not been identified on the
ballot as such,” Suetterlein told the Franklin
News-Post. “The Byrd organization, which
dominated the Commonwealth for much of
the 20th century, didn’t want voters to see
which candidates were Democrats or Republicans.”
Suetterlein noted that the Byrd organization often supported Republicans for president and Democrats for other office positions.
“Congressional and General Assembly
candidates have been identified by the party
nominations for several years now, but the
local offices were not included when the law
was changed about 20 years ago,” he said.
“Virginians have a right to know whenever
a candidate received their place on the ballot
through a party process, especially
since taxpayers often pay for that process
through a state-run primary.”
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Here are some
bills you didn’t
hear about
from Richmond
Here is a look at some of this legislative
session’s oddball bills and how they fared:
•
Dogs in wineries: You could soon be able
to bring your dog inside with you on your
drinking adventure under legislation that
passed both chambers by a wide margin. The
bill says dogs may be allowed inside breweries, wineries and distilleries as long as they’re
not in areas used for food production.
•
Cursing: Lawmakers opted not to eliminate the crime of profanely swearing or cursing in public. A bill from GOP Del. Michael
Webert that would have done away with the
crime, currently punishable as a Class 4 misdemeanor, died in committee.
•
Fornicating: Lawmakers also chose not
to repeal the crime of fornication, which bill
sponsor Del. Mark Levine called outdated
and silly. That measure, too, failed to advance
out of committee.
•
Raccoon hunting: Raccoon hunters, rejoice. The prohibition on hunting or killing
the animals after 2 a.m. on Sundays is no more
after Gov. Ralph Northam approved this
bill sent to his desk with widespread support.
•
State salamander: The red salamander has become Virginia’s official state salamander, thanks to legislation.
•
Boozy confections: Lawmakers signed
off on creating a confectionary license that
allows a person to sell treats infused with alcohol, but no more than 5 percent by volume.

It’s Herring
for breakfast
The Second Saturday
Breakfast moves to the
first Saturday, April 7, this
month and we will host
and hear from newly reelected Attorney General
Mark Herring.
The breakfast will start at
8:30 a.m. at the Busboys
and Poets in Shirlington.
And please remember to
bring cash to wrap up the
bill.

Donkey Ears
Listening to the doings
of Arlington’s Dems

as overheard by
Dan Steen and Mädi Green
Wedding bells: On Sunday, March 11, former ACDC Sergeant-at-Arms Peter
Owen eloped in a civil ceremony with his longtime partner, Bob Wood. Their
marriage was performed by Delegate Alfonso Lopez at his office near Penrose
Square, a marriage license having been signed by Clerk of Court Paul
Ferguson 10 days previously. Peter will have little trouble remembering his
anniversary date, because March 11 also happens to be the same day as Water
Tejada’s County Board special election victory in 2003. As Walter’s campaign manager, Peter had to repeat the date hundreds of times during GOTV
efforts.
Day shift: ACDC’s Stephanie Dix Clifford (not that other Stephanie Clifford)
is changing day jobs. She is leaving National Public Radio to join the HR
team at The Washington Post.
Honored youth: Dave Liechtman, who formerly ran ACDC’s e-ops as chief
techie, was just named by the American Association of Political Consultants
(AAPC) as one of this year’s “Forty Under Forty” political professionals “who
are making a mark in their organizations and their professions and whose
conduct has been consistent with the Professional Code of Ethics of the
AAPC.” Dave is currently with Microsoft as the Democratic Adviser for
Campaign Tech.
New job: If you didn’t blink while watching “Homeland” March 18, you saw
ex-Gov. Terry McAuliffe in a cameo appearance. The show was being filmed
in Richmond in front of the Capitol. The show’s producers had been trying to
work McAuliffe into a bit part, but the timing never worked out. Then
McAuliffe descended the steps as the show was being shot. The producers
grabbed him, the makeup team did a quick dusting and the cameras rolled for
the non-speaking role of “Man Talking to Senate Aide.” McAuliffe told The
Washington Post the scene of him and the “Senate Aide” was re-shot about 10
times and gave him a pretty good workout since they had to climb the
building’s steps for each re-take. McAuliffe said, “I don’t have the patience to
be an actor. These folks work very, very hard on all the details.” But he noted
that he is now unemployed and has a Screen Actors Guild (SAG) union card.
“So, I’m available.”
Drawing seniority: The House of Delegates has 19 new members this year. To
decide how they will rank in terms of seniority, they drew numbers out of a
box. (Yes, it was a little like deciding the winner of that seat where the vote
was ruled a tie.) Chris Hurst, who was engaged to the TV reporter killed in
Roanoke a few years ago, drew the best number, 82. Del. Debra Rodman
came in #100. The best-known of the new delegates, Danica Roem, ended up
#98. The seniority ranking can be important in later years, but right now it
mainly determines the number on their license plates,
Plated: Speaking of license plates, the General Assembly approved a new one
that will bear the legend “Stop Gun Violence.” It will join 310 other specialty
plates on offer from the state for an extra $25 added to the registration fee.
About 14 percent of Virginians have specialty plates.

ACDC Voice, April 2018, Page 5

Your candidates in the County Board primary

Chanda
Choun
Hello, Arlington! I am Chanda Choun
(pronounced CHAHN-duh CHOON) and am
running to be your Member on the Arlington
County Board. We need to Make Arlington
the North Star of Virginia.
All residents and visitors to the County,
no matter how short or long their stay, must
have a symbol of who we are and aspire to be.
As a military veteran, refugee immigrant,
and technology professional, I aim to highlight our County as the leader of Virginia economically, socially, and politically.
Economic Development is #1. We need
more money. Due to our 20% commercial
office vacancy rate, there is a $20 million
shortfall in our county government budget this
year. Taxes and fees may be raised on businesses and residents. Cuts may be made to
programs and services such as parks, roads,
and schools.
My mission is to attract new businesses,

Matt
De Ferranti
Matt is committed to the core services
that make our County a great place to live:
economic opportunity, great schools, an excellent transportation system, housing
affordability, a safe and inclusive community,
a nationally recognized park system, and progressive policies to address climate change.
Matt is running for County Board to keep
Arlington a great place by investing in economic opportunity. As a lifelong advocate for
the American Dream, he is committed to serving others and believes that Arlington must
bring our values to the new challenges we face
over the years to come.
Teachers, police officers, nurses, restaurant workers and construction workers must
be able to afford to live in the community in
which they serve. Seniors seeking to age in
place must be able to find a way to stay here.
Millennials must be able to afford to rent and,
one day, realize their dream of owning a home.

retain and grow existing businesses, and thus
ultimately provide more job options and pay
for all Arlington workers.
Big business is important. They fill our
large buildings and provide thousands of jobs
along our transit corridors. I have worked with
and in large corporations managing multimillion dollar projects and will coordinate between civic and economic organizations to
win big tenants.
Big government is important.
Downsizing of federal government and military buildings the last decade resulted in Arlington losing millions of square footage of
occupied office space. But now the US Defense budget is being increased by $100 billion! I will leverage my military/business experience and understanding of government
procurement to guide these dollars towards
Arlington.
We cannot forget small businesses. I
started my career as a roadside diner dish boy
and coffee shop coffee boy. Let’s keep local
government processes from overwhelming
business owners and managers with paperwork and paranoia. Arlington did not allow
online payment of building permits until this
year! Small shops also keep neighborhoods

distinct and memorable; some even call funky.
As a civic leader, I will push for Arlingtonians,
especially young people, to turn their gaze
away from DC and patronize great places and
people right in their backyard!
Tens of thousands of Arlingtonians have
to commute out of the County each day to get
to their jobs. Imagine if economic development generated local job opportunities and
venues that gave people the option to live,
work, and play in the same place! At the end
of the day, I just want everybody to be happier, healthier, and wealthier.

And, yes, we must commit to affordable housing for our neighbors in need.
Our housing affordability challenges are
a byproduct of Arlington being a great place
to live. We cannot afford to subsidize
homeownership for everyone, but we can and
must support programs and land use policies
that make it easier for middle class families
to afford to buy a home or rent. We should
work to preserve Market Rate Affordable
Units. Programs like the Moderate Income
Purchase Assistance Program are worth investing in so that first time homebuyers can
buy in Arlington. We should also work to develop new tools to keep Arlington affordable,
such as affordable duplex development, exploring conversion of office space into affordable units, and other innovative ideas.
While we work to maintain housing
affordability for middle class Arlingtonians,
we must also commit to affordable housing
for our neighbors in need, both because it is
good for our economy and it is the right thing
to do. The Affordable Housing Task Force,
of which Matt was a member, showed the
economic benefits and codified them in the
Affordable Housing Master Plan, adopted in
2015. Arlington’s moral commitment has also

been as strong as any County in Virginia and
is demonstrated by reaching a functional zero
for homelessness among veterans in 2016.
Finally, we must fund the Affordable
Housing Investment Fund (AHIF) and
the Housing Grants Program, two critical programs that are central to our commitment to
affordable housing. We must support both
strongly. We must also be on the lookout for
new and innovative tools that may help us
increase the stock of affordable units.
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State Dems abandon J-J Dinner name
The Democratic Party of Virginia
(DPVA) has decided to drop the title
Jefferson-Jackson Dinner and replace it with
a new name: Blue Commonwealth Gala.
The Virginia party becomes the 24th state
party to drop the term Jefferson-Jackson,
which has been used by Democratic organizations for almost two centuries.
In the early 1800s, annual full-day events
were held at the national, state and county
level called Jefferson Day. In the 1840s, when
the Democratic National Committee was created and the party became a formal organization, the name was changed to Jefferson-Jackson Day. Over the years, the whole-day event
in many locations became an annual banquet
called the Jefferson-Jackson Dinner, though
some locales—like Virginia’s state party—
still hold many events over a weekend.
But in recent decades, concern developed that two slaveholders did not best represent the ideals of the post-New Deal Democratic Party. An increased focus on President
Andrew Jackson’s harsh policies against Native Americans further eroded support for the
old name.
This year, both Virginia, home of Thomas Jefferson, and Tennessee, home of Andrew Jackson, decided it was time to abandon the old names.
A variety of new names have been
adopted. For example, Missouri changed the
name of its banquet to the Harry S Truman
Dinner. Tennessee changed its event from the
Three Star Jackson Day Dinner to the Three
Star Dinner.
The Arlington County Democratic Committee (ACDC) dropped Jefferson-Jackson
Dinner and chose Blue Victory Dinner a few
years ago.
The first changes were made in the
1980s. The shift gained momentum following the Charleston Church shooting in 2015,
in which nine black worshippers at Emanuel
AME church were killed by an admitted white
supremacist. That started a massive shift in
southern states, in many of which AfricanAmerican voters are a major part of the party
membership. With Virginia’s shift, every state
that was in the Confederacy has now dropped
the Jefferson-Jackson designation.
In a statement to NBC, chair of the Tennessee Democratic Party Mary Mancini said
the new name reflected the party’s “shared
belief that every Tennessean, no matter who
you are, what you look like, or where you live,
should have the opportunity for a better life

for themselves and their families.”
Susan Swecker, chairwoman of the
Democratic Party of Virginia, said in a press
release that the future of the state would be
painted in “broad, blue strokes” and that the
renamed event would celebrate “our party’s
dedication to expanding opportunity for all
Virginians.” The change was approved at the
last meeting of the state party Central Committee.
Here’s the full list of states, as compiled
by NBC, where the Democratic Party has
changed the name of an annual dinner once
called a “Jefferson-Jackson” event, listed by

the year the change was made.
•
2018 – Mississippi, Tennessee, Virginia
•
2017— Colorado, Louisiana, North
Carolina, South Carolina, West Virginia
•
2016 – Arkansas, Connecticut, New
Hampshire
•
2015 – Alabama, Georgia, Iowa, Missouri, Texas
•
2014 – Florida
•
2012 – Wyoming
•
2002 – South Dakota
•
1990’s- Idaho
•
1980’s - Arizona
•
Unknown – Nebraska, Utah, Wisconsin

McAuliffe is campaigning
all over the country in 2018
After six weeks of decompression,
former Gov. Terry McAuliffe is saddled up
for his next political foray.
He is now officially the—“state engagement chair” for the National Democratic Redistricting Committee (NDRC), which is the
organization founded last year and headed by
former Attorney General Eric Holder to elect
more Democratic state legislators and governors to assure fairer redistricting after the 2020
Census.
McAuliffe said, “Unfortunately, we’re
down to just 16 Democratic governors—that
has to change.”
Thirty-six states are electing governors
this November and Virginia’s former governor will be spending his time between now
and then both on the stump to help the Democratic candidates and also helping to assemble
the resources needed to counter the opposition spending boosted by the likes of the Koch
brothers.

The NDRC is starting with a focus on
nine gubernatorial races and 20 legislative
chamber contests, plus some ballot measures.
The first crunch will be the May 8 primary in Ohio, where a redistricting proposal
will also be on the ballot that day.

Terry
McAuliffe
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Proposed bylaw changes could greatly
expand voting for ACDC officers
Arlington Dems will vote this month on
a plan to expand the electorate that chooses
county party officers every two years. The
proposal is part of a biennial bylaws update
that was approved unanimously by the Steering Committee March 28 and will come before the ACDC monthly meeting April 4.
Currently, there are fewer than 150 voting members of the county party, a fact that
seems to surprise even some ACDC regulars
when the county party reorganizes every two
years as required by Virginia Democrats’ State
Party Plan, as the state by-laws
are called.
The current electorate is
largely precinct captains plus
some members of the Democratic State Central Committee
and Democratic elected officials.
It would be that more limited
group that would be polled at the
April 4 meeting if it appeared the
opinion on approving the bylaws revisions was close. Previous by-laws updates have been
approved by large margins, if not unanimously.
The proposal would expand future reorganization voting pools to include any Arlington voter who complies with a few requirements:
•
Fills out a registration form and pays $25
at least one week before the meeting at which
the Steering Committee is elected in January
of even-numbered years. The fee can be
waived by the ACDC chair on request of the
voter.
•
Signs a pledge, similar to the one used

in Democratic nominating and endorsement
caucuses, stating the voter is a Democrat and
plans to support Democratic candidates.
The goal is to make ACDC elections
open to the widest number of Democrats.
The proposal would bring ACDC more
in line with the practice of other Democratic
committees in jurisdictions in Northern Virginia.
The Steering Committee said it would
continue to study what, if any, formal role the
new voters would play after the county party
elections. The current as well as
proposed bylaws have a class of
associate members that has never
been activated.
The Steering Committee
vote on the draft, near the end of
a well-attended meeting with a
spirited debate, was 29-0.
The proposed bylaw revisions would also allow outside
groups who are often associated
with Democratic causes to voluntarily apply to join ACDC and
choose one voting member. A detailed application and approval process, involving both
the Steering Committee and full ACDC, is
detailed in the draft. The goal is for ACDC to
provide a bridge to organizations that helped
to elect so many Democrats in 2017.
Other changes proposed would:
•
Establish a Beyond Arlington standing
committee to identify races outside Arlington in which ACDC may want to participate
financially or through volunteer resources.
This would formalize an ACDC program that
proved successful in elections last year around

Jerry Botland
Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and
computer related problems.
Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.
Transfer old files, address book and emails
from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (202) 744-0542 — jbotland@msn.com

Virginia and more recently beyond the Commonwealth, including the victory of Democrat Conor Lamb in U.S. House District 18 in
Pennsylvania.
•
Add the vice president and campaign
director of Arlington Young Democrats to the
Steering Committee, where the AYD president and party rep are already members.
•
Change the formula used to allocate a
third captain to some precincts. Currently the
fillip goes to the 18 precincts with the highest
Democratic percentage vote in the preceding
gubernatorial election – a formula that does
not account for absentee voters, as their votes
are put in a countywide ballot box and not
recorded by their precinct. Under the revision,
the third captain would go to the 18 precincts
with the most active registered voters.
•
Allow for up to six Outreach and Visibility Vice-Chairs, to allow for parity with
Precinct Operations.
This year’s by-laws review committee
was chaired by Parliamentarian Cragg Hines,
with Matthew Weinstein, ACDC sergeantat-arms and general counsel, leading the drafting subcommittee.
The other members of the committee
were: Immediate Past Chair Kip Malinosky;
Deputy Chair Maggie Davis; Data Director
Carrie Johnson; 8th CD Committee Member
Steve Baker; Precinct Ops Vice Chair Sara
Steinberger; AYD Party Rep Nick
Dilenschneider; and ACDC Member Emeritus Herschel Kanter.

Shoutout
Here’s a thanks to all Arlington Dems whose volunteering
helped to make a success of the
March for Our Lives Weekend of Action:
Eric Midboe—Lead
Fatima Argun Liz Morgan
Maggie Davis Kim Phillip
Todd Harper Jason Rylander
Jack Kinkaid Michael Shea
Carole Lieber Parisa Tafti
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GOP Senate candidates draw little interest
With only 100 days left until the GOP
senatorial primary in June, Republican voters are showing a stunning lack of interest in
any candidates to oppose Democratic incumbent Tim Kaine.
A new poll taken by the Wason Center
at Christopher Newport University in Newport News finds that two-thirds of GOP voters in the state haven’t yet decided on any
candidate in the race.
The “front-runner,” with all of 16 percent support, is Corey Stewart, the party’s
best-known character by dint of his loudmouthed attacks on anyone and everyone. He
is the chairman of the Prince William County
Board of Supervisors.
He is followed distantly by E.W. Jackson, the African-American preacher who won
the GOP nomination for lieutenant governor
in 2013 and was buried that November by
Ralph Northam. Jackson received the support of 7 percent, just one point ahead of Del.
Nick Freitas.
Newcomer Ivan Raiklin drew only 1
percent support. Bert Mizusawa, a retired
major general in the U.S. Army Reserves and
foreign policy adviser to the Trump campaign,
announced his candidacy after the poll of
1,562 registered voters was completed. But
he failed to submit the required 10,000 petition names by the March 29 filing deadline
and will not be on the ballot.
The poll then paired each of the three
main GOP candidates with Kaine and asked
whom voters would support. In each pairing,
Kaine drew 56 percent. The GOPers drew
32 or 33 percent, putting Kaine up by 23 and
24 points.
Stewart’s weak showing surprised many,
considering that in last year’s GOP primary
for governor, he almost defeated Ed Gillespie
and drew the most news coverage with his
rhetoric.
Stewart’s latest effort at making news
came early in March when he held a news
conference in front of the FBI building in
Washington, DC, to expound on “a brewing
scandal the likes of which we haven’t seen
since Watergate,” involving Kaine, the FBI
and Hillary Clinton. The news conference,
according to The Washington Post, drew a
crowd of three—a Post reporter, a conservative blogger and a Democratic tracker!
In terms of fund-raising. Kaine ended the
year with $9 million in the bank compared to
$175,000 for Stewart, who was doing the best
in the GOP field.
Stewart’s other big effort at challenging
Kaine came earlier when Kaine’s son, Woody,

was fined for resisting arrest after disrupting
a Trump rally in Minnesota, where he goes to
college. Stewart tweeted: “The U.S. should
keep #Guantanamo just for #Antifa. First in
line: @timkaine’s son, #Antifakaine.”
Jackson has hit similar high notes, for
example suggesting that Stewart has ties to
the Muslim Brotherhood because he supported the Muslim community in Prince William County in its effort to set up a new
mosque. Former Republican Lt. Gov. Bill
Bolling rolled his eyebrows and tweeted:
“You just can’t make this stuff up. I’m so
glad to be out of politics. It’s turned into the
theater of the absurd.”
Freitas recently gave a speech on the
floor of the House of Delegates that flabbergasted many listeners. He said the “abortion
industry” is partly to blame for mass shootings
because many of the shooters came from broken homes.
Republican consultant Chris LaCivita
looked over the field and tweeted: “Man, this
is going to be fun to watch. Dumb and dumber
primary.”

TIM KAINE
. . . the hunt for an opponent

It’s a lot more exciting to be
a Republican in Norfolk!
If you feel the monthly Arlington Dem
meetings are too staid, maybe we could try
holding meetings like the Norfolk Republicans.
They have been booted out of the restaurant where they had been meeting in a side
room after their February meeting ended with
pushing and shoving and shouts of four-letter
words that Democrats would never use.
The cops had to be called and the restaurant owner has said they are never welcome back.
For years, the local GOP has gathered in
a room at Charlie’s American Cafe. In February, things got heated. Owner Ted Warren told
The Virginian-Pilot, “We’re a family friendly
place. The f-bombs were flying. From the
very beginning, it was, ‘Keep your voices
down.’ Other customers could hear it. We
were packed.”
Based on accounts from witnesses and
participants, The Virginian-Pilot said the argument centered on proposed changes to the
party by-laws for its annual meeting next
month to elect new officers. There were accusations that some rules were being changed
to block a young activist from being elected

to the party Steering Committee.
Tom Cherry, the retiring GOP chairman,
pushed to increase the filing fee for those seeking to run for party posts from $100 to $500.
(In ACDC, the filing fee is $25.) Cherry also
wanted the party’s annual mass meeting to
start at 6 p.m. on a weekday night.
Opponents said the fee was too high and
the starting time would keep many people
with jobs away from the meeting.
Sonya Cartagena, the restaurant manager, said she came into the room to tell the
pols to quiet down when she saw two men
facing off against one another. “Yelling at
each other. Pushing each other. I had to literally stand between them because they were
getting ready to punch each other. These
weren’t children. They were men in their 50s
acting like children.”
Norfolk Police responded to a call, but
made no arrests.
In the end, the new filing fee was voted
down and the starting time was changed to 7 p.m.
ACDC will be voting on by-law amendments at the next monthly meeting, but without all the excitement provided by the Norfolk GOP.
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Preference for Member of Congress in Virginia
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66

+45 Gerald Connolly—D

34

44

+10 Barbara Comstock—R

43

39

- 4

7

74

+67 Don Beyer—D

31

59

+28 Dave Brat—R

43

46

+3

48

40

-8

21

74

+53 Don McEachin—D

29

48

+19 Bobby Scott—D

39

44

+5

30

51

+21 Rob Wittman—R

Morgan Griffith—R

Bob Goodlatte—R
retiring
Tom Garrett—R

Scott Taylor—R

The numbers on the bars show the percentage support for a Democratic or
Republican candidate in each Virginia congressional district. The names on
the right are of the incumbent members of Congress. The plus and minus
column shows the Democratic margin in each district.

Poll shows broad opposition to GOP in VA
continued from page one
The poll was taken late in February and
early in March by the Wason Center at Christopher Newport University in Newport News.
It asked “likely voters” all over the state, “If
the 2018 congressional election was held today, which party’s candidate would you vote
for?”
Perhaps most interesting was the gender
gap among white voters. Statewide, white
males backed a GOP candidate for Congress
by a 44-37 margin while white women backed
a Dem by a mirror image 44-37 margin.
The poll also asked voters how “enthusiastic” they were about voting this fall. Some
45 percent of Republicans said they were
“very enthusiastic” while 60 percent of Dems
said they were “very enthusiastic.” That can
make a big difference in Get Out The Vote
efforts, as an off-year election like this fall’s
sees a big drop-off in voting participation.

High enthusiasm is important in the effort to
get voters to head to the polls.
Two qualifiers are needed on the poll.
First, while 1,562 people were polled statewide, a large number, that averages less than
150 per congressional district, which is a small
number for a poll. Secondly, primary turnout
is small and pollsters have had much diffi-

culty determining who are likely voters in a
primary. Still, the fact that two incumbent
Republicans trailed by more than 20 points, a
huge margin, suggests the possibility of a Blue
Tsunami is real.

