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Kaine opponents brawling
In a GOP Senate primary debate, Corey
Stewart managed to lower the quality of the campaign to the nasty level—though his attack dog personality may not be selling well as he is being beaten
in the fund-raising department by opponent Del.
Nick Freitas.
It appears the Republican establishment is uniting behind Freitas, a two-term member of the House
of Delegates, in an effort to keep both Stewart and
Chesapeake preacher E.W. Jackson off the November ballot.
In the first quarter of 2018, Freitas raised almost as much as his two opponents combined and,
as of March 31, had 140 percent as much on hand
as his two opponents combined. The primary is
June 12.
But the same Federal Elections Commission
filing documents showed the entire GOP squad utterly buried by the fundraising of Sen. Timothy
Kaine. Kaine raised three times as much as the three
Republicans in the first quarter. And his cash on

hand is 24 times the funds the three GOPers have
combined. And they must spend their money on
the primary. Kaine faces no primary opponent.
Here are the fundraising figures from the FEC.
1stQ
COH
Kaine
2,091,130
10,340,359
Freitas
343,712
251,694
Stewart
219,952
140,502
Jackson
137,078
35,495
Kaine has so far raised $16 million toward what
he expects will be a $25 million campaign in the
fall to retain the seat. And the likes of the Koch
Brothers and others are expected to pour money into
the GOP coffers after the primary.
The quality of the GOP primary campaign hit
rock bottom in a public debate forum when Stewart
responded with outright nastiness after Freitas complained that Stewart’s staff was mocking Freitas,
saying his name sounded like some meal for sale at
a Taco Bell. Freitas is a Portuguese name.
continued on page eight

Early primary voting underway
The primary election isn’t until June 12, but
“in-person absentee voting”—informally known as
“early voting”—is already underway at the County
Building.
You can vote right now and avoid the crush on
primary day—though, to be frank, there isn’t likely
to be a crush given that the only offices on the primary ballots in Arlington are the County Board
Democratic race between Chanda
Choun and Matt de Ferranti and the
three-way GOP race for the US Senate
nomination.
Voting is on the third floor of the
Bozman County Building, 2100
Clarendon Blvd, in the Registrar’s Office.
The voting window is Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday, June 9, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Note that there is no early voting on the Monday before Primary Tuesday, June 12, as the staff
will be busy setting up the voting equipment in all
54 precincts. The polls will also be closed Monday, May 28, for Memorial Day.
Arlington Dems urge everyone who can to vote
early—even if there isn’t going to be any long line

at the polls. First of all, it’s convenient because you
pick the day.
Others miss voting on Election Day because
they have a crunch at the office, were called out of
town or wake up ill. All that’s avoided by voting
early.
Don’t forget to bring a photo ID. That is required by Virginia state law both for early voting
and on regular Election Day.
The law sets out 20 different
reasons that make you eligible to vote
early. Don’t get lost in the weeds of
whether you are awaiting trial, on jury
duty or pregnant. Just write in 1C if
you work outside Arlington .
The application form takes 30
seconds to fill out and then you vote by
filling in a paper ballot—but then inserting it, not in a ballot box, but into one of the county’s
new scanners that count the votes.
You can also vote by mail if you prefer—and
don’t forget any kids away at college. An application for a mail-in ballot can be obtained on the
County webpage at: http://vote.arlingtonva.us/absentee/absentee-voting-ballot-application/
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Report from Chair Jill Caiazzo

Bringing back the joy at Blue Victory Dinner
On Saturday, April 21, a record number
of Arlington Democrats turned out for our annual Blue Victory Dinner — and they were
not disappointed! We were thrilled to welcome U.S. Senator Tim Kaine and U.S. Congressman Don Beyer — just days after the
launch of their reelection campaigns — as
well as seven of the eleven Democratic
women who flipped Virginia House of Delegates seats from red to blue last year: Hala
Ayala, Jennifer Carroll Foy, Karrie
Delaney, Wendy Gooditis, Elizabeth
Guzman, Danica Roem, and Kathy Tran.
The mood was electric!
Reflecting on the evening, one thing is
perfectly clear: Arlington Democrats are leading the next stage of the Resistance — and
this stage is focused on reigniting the joyful
optimism that built this great country. Indeed,
the joy was palpable at the Blue Victory Dinner! Joy in celebrating our newly-elected
women delegates, who herald a new era of
inclusiveness in our politics. Joy at the prospect of re-electing Senator Kaine, Congressman Beyer, and School Board member Barbara Kanninen — each a fighter for common
sense policies to meet our toughest challenges.
And joy from seeing so many like-minded
neighbors coming together and committing
ourselves to making the Blue Wave of 2018 a
reality — across the entire Arlington ballot
and across the country.
The joy that electrified the Blue Victory
Dinner will be the lifeforce of the Blue Wave
of 2018. In these uncertain and often challenging times, Americans need to once again
feel good about the outlook for our country.
We need the joy that has been lost through
prolonged economic uncertainty and the actions of a callous and divisive president. We
must remember this fundamental need on the
campaign trail.

It is not enough to tout the qualifications
of our candidates or to cite their common
sense progressive policies — although we certainly can be proud of our thoughtful, forwardlooking Democratic leaders and their policy
priorities. But we do them — and our voters
— a grave disservice if we do not rise above
the mean-spiritedness of our current political
climate and deliver the Democratic message
with a renewed — and renewing — joy. In
short, we must fill our work with the same
optimism and enthusiasm that built this great
country.
And we, Arlington Democrats, have every reason to be optimistic! We know that
our Democratic leaders — so many of whom
are women º— can deliver the solutions that
everyday Americans need. We know that our
inspiring students — who have been at the
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forefront of the gun violence prevention
movement — will carry the torch even further. Don’t let cable news fool you: we can
see the bright future; it is just within grasp.
Take joy in that knowledge, and let it shine
through — for that is the key to touching souls
and to electoral success in November.
My profound thanks go to the Blue Victory Dinner co-chairs Meredith Sumpter and
James Swindell, Finance Director (and new
dad!) Josh Katcher and the entire Blue Victory Dinner Committee: Maggie Davis,
Cristina Diaz-Torres, Chris Leyen, Ian
Nicholson, Kim Phillip, and Parisa Tafti.
The evening was a triumph in so many ways;
but, most importantly, this inspiring team ushered in the next stage of the Resistance. They
brought back the joy. Now it’s up to the rest
of us to pay it forward — to our voters.
Onward!
Jill\

JOY — For every voter we register, a smile. For every door we
knock on, a high five. For every call we make, a yahoo!
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Texas jails
woman five
years for
vote fraud
Texas has sentenced a woman to five
years in prison for trying to vote illegally. She
didn’t actually get to vote because the system
detected that she was not registered and was
not eligible to register.
A judge sentenced the woman in March
for trying to vote in the 2016 presidential election while she was on supervised release from
a 2011 fraud conviction.
Hardly anyone is ever jailed in this country for voter fraud, but Tarrant County (Fort
Worth) has now imprisoned two women—one
African-American and one Latina—in just the
past year for the crime.
Crystal Mason, 43, waived her right to a
jury trial and chose to have state District Judge
Ruben Gonzalez assess her sentence.
“I find it amazing that the government feels
she made this up,” her lawyer, J. Wilson St. John,
told the court. “She was never told that she
couldn’t vote, and she voted in good faith. Why
would she risk going back to prison for something that is not going to change her life?”
According to a report released in 2016
compiled by the Sentencing Project, a criminal justice reform advocacy group, more than
6 million felons in the United States were in-

Next Monthly Meeting
All Dems Invited
Wednesday, May 2, 7:00 p.m.
NRECA Building, 4301 Wilson Blvd.
Corner of North Taylor and Wilson, just east of Glebe and Wilson
Free parking under building; enter from Taylor Street

The program for our May meeting will be a debate
between our two candidates for the County Board
nomination, Matt de Ferranti and Chanda Choun. The
debate will be moderated by Karen Nightengale, president
of the Arlington Branch of the NAACP. We also will be
debating and voting on a resolution related to President
Trump’s nominee for CIA director.

eligible to vote in 2016.
During her testimony, Mason — who
served just shy of three years in federal prison
— told the court she was given a provisional
ballot after poll workers did not find her name
on the voter roll.
Judge Gonzalez, who questioned Mason
during her testimony, asked why she did not
thoroughly read the documents she was given
at the time.
Mason responded that she was never told
by the federal court, her supervision officer,
the election workers or US District Judge John
McBryde, the sentencing judge in her fraud
case, that she would not be able to vote in
elections until she finished serving her sentence, supervised release included. She also

Bumper sticker
of the month

said she did not carefully read the form because an election official was helping her.
During cross-examination by Tarrant
County prosecutor Matt Smid, Mason was
reminded that she had jeopardized her freedom in the past by violating federal tax laws.
“I inflated tax returns,” Mason said. “I was
trying to get more money back for my clients.
I admitted that. I owned up to that. I took accountability for that. I would never do that
again. I was happy enough to come home and
see my daughter graduate. My son is about to
graduate. Why would I jeopardize that? Not to
vote. ... I didn’t even want to go vote.”
Mason said she was told to vote by her
mother.
Mason pleaded guilty to fraud in 2011.
As part of her plea agreement, she was ordered to pay $4.2 million in restitution, according to court documents.
The fraud charge stemmed from a tax
preparation business Mason and her ex-husband, Sanford Taylor Hobbs III, owned and
operated in which they filed for inflated federal tax refunds on behalf of clients.
Mason later divorced her husband, who
received a similar sentence after he also
pleaded guilty. Mason testified that she has
remade herself since her release from prison,
including getting a degree in a new field and
getting a new job.
Last year, a judge in the same county sentenced Rosa Maria Ortega, a 37-year-old mother
of four who had a green card, to eight years in
prison for voting in the 2012 general election and
the 2014 Republican primary runoff.
Her children were removed from her
custody and she is likely to face deportation
when she completes her sentence.
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Clement back
on ballot 8th
straight year
Our candidate for School Board, Barbara Kanninen, has drawn an opponent—
perennial candidate Audrey Clement.
Clement will be running for her eighth
straight year as a candidate either for the
County Board or School Board.
The first three times she ran as the Green
Party candidate, but this year will be her fifth
as an independent.
In her seven elections so far, she has always come in last. But her best performance
was last year when she drew 27,798 votes for
the County Board seat. The GOP put up no
candidate last year and Clement likely drew
many GOP votes then.
In 2014, when Kanninen first ran for the
School Board, Clement also opposed her,
drawing 18,429 votes.

DC will finance
city’s elections
The District of Columbia has enacted
legislation to provide for public financing of
elections.
The Council approved the public financing law unanimously and Mayor Muriel
Bowser, who once opposed public financing,
changed her mind and signed it.
The law will take effect with the 2020
elections.
The subsidy will cost $3.8 million in
2020 and $7.9 million in 2021. The 2021 figure is less than 6/100ths of 1 percent of DC’s
$13.9 billion budget for this year.
Candidates will not be required to take
public financing, but will have the option of
signing up for it. The public financing will
vary by office.
In a mayoral contest, a candidate will
have to raise $40,000 from at least 1,000 contributors to qualify for public financing. The
candidate will then have to agree to a limit of
$200 on individual contributions, as opposed
to $2,000 now. Candidates will receive $5 in
matching funds for every $1 raised from District residents.

Donkey Ears
Listening to the doings
of Arlington’s Dems

as overheard by
Dan Steen and Mädi Green
Our youngest YD: Finance Chair Josh Katcher just became a dad—with a little
bit of help, of course, from wife Jillian. Daughter Juliet was born five days
early on April 6, coming in at 6 pounds, 12 ounces at Virginia Hospital Center.
Dad says changing poopy diapers has now become his super power.
Bring on the baby food: Expressly to help the Katchers, Gerber announced a
few days after Juliet’s birth that it is moving its headquarters from New Jersey
to Arlington. Gerber is now owned by Nestle and will move into the Nestle
USA headquarters that moved into Arlington from California 14 months ago.
Moving: Madi Green, one of the ears of Donkey Ears, has packed up and
joined the lineup of Arlington expats living at the Goodwin House retirement
complex at Bailey’s Crossroads. The property actually straddles the line
between Arlington and Falls Church. More than a dozen Arlington Dem
activists live there. Madi is being replaced as Yorktown precinct captain by
Mary Kay Ogden and her duties with the Kitchen Crew will be taken over by
Kris McLaughlin and her name tag duties at ACDC meetings by Sue
Carruthers. The Voice is now looking for someone to keep their ears attuned
to Arlington Dem doings and succeed Madi in reporting for Donkey Ears.
Passages: Barbara Adkins Ridley, the mother of Barbara “Babs” Monroe, died
April 12 at age 90 at Goodwin House. Monroe is the widow of Charles
Monroe, who died in 2003 at the age of 46 in the middle of presiding over a
County Board meeting where he had just become chair.
Northam vetoes country club bill: Gov. Ralph Northam vetoed a GOP bill that
would have forced Arlington County to slash the property taxes of the two
huge golf courses in the county. The legislature upheld the veto. When it
comes to country clubs, it appears the GOP forgets its foundational policy that
the best government is local government. In his veto message, Gov. Northam
reminded the legislature that this was “a local dispute over a local
government’s method of assessing land for property taxation. As such, the
solution to this dispute should be reached at the local level without the
involvement of the state.” Without the veto, Arlington would have lost $1.43
million in tax revenue.
Trump campaign promise: You may recall that during the 2016 presidential
campaign, a certain Donald J. Trump loudly denounced President Obama for
using executive orders rather than going to Congress. According to the
American Presidency Project at the University of California at Santa Barbara,
Trump signed 57 executive orders in his first year. Obama signed 40 in his
first year.
He has Hope’s back: With the House of Delegates divided 51-49, that means
one Republican must sit on the Democratic side of the chamber. That “honor”
has fallen to Del. Les Adams, a bearded third-term conservative from
Southside with a 95 percent score from the American Conservative Union. He
sits directly behind Arlington’s Patrick Hope.
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Your candidates in the County Board primary

Matt
de Ferranti
As a former teacher, Matt understands
that investing in our schools is critical. As the
current Chair of the Budget Advisory Council for Arlington Public Schools, Matt’s committed to investing in the ways that best serve
all of our students, now and in the future.
Matt’s commitment to APS students includes
work on the committee that works to eliminate the opportunity and achievement gaps.
The County Board plays a critical role
in determining how much money to transfer
to the School Board for the school system’s
annual operating budget, a critical part of our
long tradition of excellent schools.
The County Board also plays an important role on the capital budget, since coordinated planning and bonding authority can help
fund school construction. That role is particularly critical now since our schools are facing

Chanda
Choun
Hello, Arlington!
I am Chanda Choun (pronounced
CHAHN-duh CHOON) and am running to be
your Member on the Arlington County Board.
We need to Make Arlington the North Star of
Virginia. All residents and visitors to the
County, no matter how short or long their stay,
must have a symbol of who we are and aspire
to be. As a military veteran, refugee immigrant, and technology professional, I aim to
highlight our County as the leader of Virginia
economically, socially, and politically.
Social advancement is the second mission of my campaign. It is the heart of progressivism. I want everybody to have the opportunity to reach their full potential; to voluntarily become one of many possibilities.
Education is foundational to creating a
better self and society. Families and employers are attracted to Arlington’s top-ranked

a capital budget shortage and a broader capacity crunch. More than ever, we need additional classrooms and buildings to educate all
of our students.
Now more than ever, Matt knows that
we must value our teachers and school staff
so that we attract and retain our excellent
teachers. We also must provide enough
schools and classrooms to educate all our students well. We will need to adapt to continued growth by saving on construction costs.
In the long term, we must recognize that
economic growth will be heavily influenced
by the quality of our schools. To keep our
schools operating at a world class standard,
we must work to reduce construction costs
and find efficiencies, while also committing
to finding the funds necessary to build a fourth
high school.
We must recognize that our schools are
funded at the highest level per student in
Northern Virginia and that our construction
costs outpace our Northern Virginia neighbors. Neither of these realities mean we should
reduce funding for schools—we have been
and must be about world-class schools—but

schools. My goal is to find the material and
monetary resources needed to accommodate
our rapidly growing student population, recruit and retain high quality educators, and
create better outcomes in life for all children.
Housing is next. Our opportunities are
limited when the cost of living takes too much
of a person’s paycheck. My approach to making housing more affordable is by increasing
supply and lowering demand. There are parts
of Arlington right now where denser, lower
cost housing cannot be built due to outdated
zoning regulations. Let’s explore zoning
modifications and exceptions in our county’s
General Land Use Plan. To lower housing
demand, encouraging employers to allow
telecommuting (work from home) and expanding Metro into other parts of Virginia will
alleviate population pressures that are concentrating so many people in our part of the Commonwealth.
Civic identity is key to pride in person
and place. Symbolizing Arlington as the
North Star of Virginia will give people an easy
to remember visual to recognize and communicate to others. As more people proudly identify themselves as Arlingtonians, we can grow

they do raise important questions about how
we spend money.
Instead, the County Board must partner
with APS in making sure that schools are
funded to meet our commitment to our education system and that the investments we are
making in capital are efficient. Stronger partnership is what we need from the County
Board.

an engaged community that brings crowds to
civic associations, neighborhood groups, and
local service organizations. There is much
change and need in our own backyard.
Arlington is home to almost a quarter
million people now. I am the leader that can
best relate to and unite the most people across
a spectrum of social circumstance and status.
As resource and space constraints continue
in this 26-square-mile county, we will need
this relatability and unity to maintain our small
town charms amidst big city amenities.
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Hole getting deeper for GOP in Virginia
While Barbara Comstock is the member
of Congress from Virginia most heavily targeted by Democrats, other GOP-held seats are
looking like they are now very much in play.
Both Dave Brat in the 7th District and
Tom Garrett in the 5th are trailing badly in
fundraising, while a poll reported last month
in The Voice shows Brat and Rob Wittman in
the 1st District to be exceedingly unpopular
with voters. All three of those seats may well
join Comstock’s as heavily targeted by Dems

in the fall election.
ACDC has a program, called “Beyond
Arlington,” chaired by Steve Baker, that recruits Arlington Dems to phone bank into
other districts. It has helped out in special
elections all over the country. And after the
June 12 Virginia primaries determine our
nominees for congressional seats, Steve will
start to set up phone banks to help candidates
all around the state.
The four districts mentioned above might

also be attractive for door-to-door canvassers
from Arlington. Comstock’s district begins
at Arlington’s northern border. The other three
districts are mostly well downstate. But as
the map shows, the northern counties of all
three districts—Fauquier, Prince William and
Culpepper—are as close as a half-hour drive.
Well, Culpepper is more like an hour.
Here’s the low down on the money and
the polling in the four districts.

Barbara Comstock—10th District
A poll taken in February and March by
the Wason Center at Christopher Newport
University (CNU) in Newport News asked

“likely voters” all across the state, “If the 2018
congressional election was held today, which
party’s candidate would you vote for.” In
Comstock’s district, she was down 10 points

with 34 percent preferring her and 44 percent
preferring any Democrat.
However, Comstock has been doing riproaringly well on the fundraising front. The
fact that news articles published nationally
have identified her as being in trouble may
actually have helped her draw GOP funds.
The chart shows how well she has done. BUT,
she isn’t doing as well as the chart seems to
show at first glance. She garnered $2.4 million in contributions in the fourth quarter of
last year. But all the Democrats combined
raised $4.7 million or almost twice as much.
Down by 10 points in the poll and only
raking in half what her opponents are garnering means Comstock is in serious trouble.

Dave Brat—7th District
Brat is the fellow who made national
news by toppling Eric Cantor, the Number
Three ranked Republican in the House lead-

ership, in the 2014 primary. He is disliked by
Dems as a Tea Party ideologue and by many
in the GOP establishment for knocking off
Cantor.

The CNU poll show Brat trailing by an
astounding 28 points in his district, with only
31 percent support from likely voters who
backed any Democrat by 59 percent.
In the money chase, the Democrats seeking to topple Brat collected almost triple what
Brat raised in the fourth quarter—
$465,000 raised by Dems versus
just $137,000 braised by Brat.
In both polling and
money terms, Brat is in a
deep hole.
continued on next page

ACDC Voice,May 2018, Page 7
Tom Garrett—5th District
Garrett, who is finishing his first term
in Congress, is ahead in the polling, but way,
way, way behind in fundraising.

The CNU poll showed Garrett up by
eight points, with 48 percent of likely voters
favoring him over 40 percent preferring any
Democrat.

But look at the money chase. In the
fourth quarter, his Democratic opponents
combined outraised him by 6-to-1. Garrett
raised just $91,000 to $554,000 collected by
his opponents.
In late April, the 23 counties and cities
in the 5th District held Democratic caucuses
to elect delegates to a district-wide convention to be held May 5. Leslie Cockburn won
an outright majority of the delegates and so
will win the nomination. Cockburn previously worked for “60 Minutes” and Vanity
Fair magazine.

Rob Wittman—1st District
Wittman was trounced in the CNU
poll—but he is outraising his opponents so
far.

In the CNU poll, Wittman was down by
a startling 21 points, with only 30 percent of
likely voters preferring him to 51 percent preferring any Democrat. But in the money

chase, his Dem opponents combined have
raised a mere $75,400 while Wittman collected 127,200 in the fourth quarter.
This is a rather low budget district for
both parties where relatively small sums can
make a big difference. Democrats could see
a big payoff if the Democrat who wins the
June primary can turn the poor fundraising
effort around.
The Cook Political Report and Larry
Sabato of the University of Virginia have both
listed Comstock’s race as a toss-up and have
both listed Brat’s district as “leaning Republican.” Garrett’s district is rated as leaning
Republican by Cook and likely Republican
by Sabato. Wittman is still listed as safe by
both analysts.

AYDs win elections at state convention
It was a big month for the Arlington
Young Democrats. A delegation went down
to the University of Virginia for the annual

Virginia Young Democrats Convention where
Arlington’s Nicholas Dillenschneider was
elected as a National Committee Representa-

Jerry Botland
Computer Consulting

Troubleshoot and resolve computer and
computer related problems.
Perform upgrades, set-up wireless routers and print servers.
Transfer old files, address book and emails
from an old computer to a new one.

Phone: (202) 744-0542 — jbotland@msn.com

tive, representing the Virginia Young Dems
at the Young Democrats of America.
Other AYDs were also singled out.
Cristina Diaz-Torres was picked for Virginia
Young Democrat Woman of the year as well
as being elected as the Education Caucus
Chair; Sacha Brenac was elected as the Faith
Caucus Chair; and Maureen Coffey was
elected Vice Chair of the City/County Caucus.
On April 18, the AYDs hosted the first
Arlington County Board Democratic Primary
debate between candidates Chanda Choun
and Matt de Ferranti. There were dozens of
questions asked and a broad swath of issues
covered.

ACDC Voice, May 2018, Page 8

Republicans brawl in primary debate
continued from page one
In a discussion of immigration, Stewart
said, “Some people will tell you anything you
want to hear, like my friend Nick here.”
Freitas bristled. “My daughter came
over to me one day and asked, ‘Daddy, what
is wrong with our last name?’ And it’s because
two of [Stewart’s] field directors were putting out memes that were saying things like
‘Freitas sounds like something more on the
dollar menu at Taco Bell than it does a U.S.
Senate candidate.’ I fought for my country. I
am every bit as much a citizen as you are,
Corey Stewart, and I don’t appreciate it when
my kids have to ask me that question in this
country.”
Stewart did not apologize. Instead, he
fired back with a full cannonade. “I pledged
to run a vicious and ruthless race against Tim
Kaine in November. You know why? Because
he’s going to run one against us. And if all it
takes is to make a little bit of fun of your name
by some supporters out there of mine, if that’s
all it takes to get under your skin, you’ve got
some major problems if you were ever to get
this nomination. I don’t think you’re gonna
do it, but if you did, he’s going to eat you up,
spit you out.”
Jackson, who is black, said the party
needed to operate on principle, not race.

“Folks, if we’re already arguing about
ethnicity — already— I’m glad I’m not involved in that,” Jackson said. “How in the
world are we going to reach black and Hispanic voters who we’re going to need on November 6 in order to win?” Jackson was the
GOP 2013 nominee for lieutenant governor
who was soundly defeated by Ralph Northam.
Stewart and Freitas shook hands with
Jackson on stage after the debate but did not
shake hands with each other.
On Facebook, Freitas’ wife, Tina Freitas,
posted screen shots of what appeared to be
several posts from activists tied to the Stewart
campaign making taco-themed jokes about
the Freitas name.
“Freitas…… Sounds more like a item
from Taco Bells dollar menu then a Senate
candidate….#BBQFreitas,” read one post that
appeared to come from the Facebook account
of William Totten, a conservative activist from
Smyth County whose page lists the Stewart
campaign as his employer.
Tina Freitas posted a second image of
an apparent Totten post that claims questions
had been raised about whether Nick Freitas
is a legal citizen.
The Stewart campaign did not dispute
the authenticity of the comments.
The thrust of the debate was who could
do a better job in the Senate supporting Trump.

WANNABEES — The three Republicans who want to take on Tim
Kaine for a U.S. Senate seat debate at Liberty University. From
left: E. W. Jackson, Nick Freitas and Corey Stewart.

TIM KAINE
. . . kicks off 10th campaign
Stewart, for example, said, “When President
Trump needed a fighter to stand up for him in
Virginia when few elected officials would [during the GOP presidential primary], I was there.”
Stewart did not mention that the Trump campaign fired him for getting out of line.
All three men voiced support during the
debate at Liberty University for Trump’s tax,
immigration and other stands. They also
agreed that the Robert Mueller investigation
into Russian interference in the 2016 election
should be shut down.
They disagreed over how to handle the
privacy issues raised by Facebook. Jackson,
66, and Freitas, 38, both said they were wary
of additional government regulation. Stewart,
49, however, said it was time to “sic anti-trust
investigators” on Facebook and “pass legislation to break up Facebook.”
Meanwhile, Kaine kicked off his re-election bid—his 10th campaign for public office—with a whirlwind, week-long, 26-stop
tour of the state
He said it is not enough for Dems to run
against Donald Trump, that they must have a
positive message. He said Democrats need to
underscore their support of investment in
“people, education, immigration, workforce
training…. More investments in public infrastructure, road, rail, broadband, sewage treatment school renovation. And wage policy.”
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More bylaws changes are contemplated
The Arlington Democratic County Committee voted unanimously at the April
monthly meeting to adopt new bylaws with
several changes, including one that could substantially enlarge the electorate that votes on
ACDC officers every two years.
The electorate under the old Bylaws was
about 150 people, largely precinct captains
and elected officials. A new bylaw allows
other Arlington Democrats interested in voting for officers to register to vote in the election by paying $25 and signing a party pledge
similar to the one used in Democratic caucuses, such as for School Board endorsements. The $25 registration fee is waivable
in cases of financial need.
Adoption of that bylaw by the Bylaws
Committee, Steering Committee and County
Committee, successively, raised the question
of what, if any, role those new voters would
play in ACDC governance for the following
two years, until the next reorganization meeting. Throughout the adoption process this
year, it was agreed that the Bylaws Commit-

tee would immediately revisit that question.
There were also some proposed bylaws
changes that were not filed with the Bylaws
Committee in a timely manner but which
didn’t miss the deadline by much.
Chair Jill Caiazzo asked the Bylaws
Committee to set up a process to consider the
leftover issues and any additional newly proposed bylaws amendments. The Bylaws Committee will hold a hearing in mid-May, along
with current ACDC voting members and
Steering Committee members, on further proposed amendments. The Bylaws Committee
will meet subsequently to decide which, if any,
of those proposals to send to the Steering
Committee, probably in time for its May 30
meeting.
If Steering approves any of the new proposed amendments, that triggers a further twostep process. Any proposed amendments
would be read and made available in written
form to the ACDC monthly meeting in June,
and then the proposed amendments would be
voted on at the ACDC monthly meeting in

July. To be adopted, an amendment would
require a favorable vote by two-thirds of the
voting ACDC members present.
If the Bylaws Committee should need
more time to consider amendments, the Steering Committee and ACDC process would be
delayed.
The Bylaws adopted at the April meeting, including the amendment process in Section XII, are online at: https://
arlingtondemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/
2018/04/2018-ACDC-Bylaws-As-Approvedby-ACDC.pdf
Bylaws Committee members are Cragg
Hines, chair, ACDC parliamentarian; Matthew Weinstein, drafting chair, ACDC sergeant-at-arms and general counsel; immediate past ACDC Chair Kip Malinosky; Deputy
Chair Maggie Davis; Data Director Carrie
Johnson; 8th CD Committee Member Steve
Baker, Precinct Ops Vice Chair Sara
Steinberger; AYD Party Rep Nick
Dilenschneider; and ACDC Member Emeritus Herschel Kanter.

There’s lots of stuff to volunteer for!
May is something of down time for political parties, if you think only in terms of
elections. But, actually, there are lots of Dem
things to do. Here’s a selection.
Arlington Thank You Canvass & Issue
Survey
Canvassers are needed for our Thank
You Canvass! Over 8,000 Arlingtonians
voted in a general election for the first time
last November. We want to thank them and
make sure that they make voting a habit. We
also want to find out what issues are most
important to them. We will be knocking on
doors, talking to voters and leaving flyers all
over Arlington between now and Memorial
Day. There are lots of dates available. To signup, go to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLScoACFpQlqSHI3JPBwRcu0Vyuzvf
RtPcOo6uTMnYTmkzDtxhw/viewform.
Any questions? Then please contact
precinctops@arlingtondemocrats.org.
Arlington Voter Registration
Arlington Democrats are setting up voter
registration events at local libraries, Metro
stops, building lobbies, and more. We need
your help. To set-up a simple voter registration event in your building or neighborhood,

or plug into an existing event, join the Arlington Democrats Voter Registration Volunteer Team. Email ACDCVotes@gmail.com
and ask to be added to the distribution list for
upcoming opportunities.
Phone Banking for Beyond Arlington
And if you’re eager about turning Virginia blue, come out for some additional

phone banking in support of Democratic candidates around the state—and around the
country. Arlington Democrats are calling into
strategic areas where Democrats are gaining
ground and challenging incumbent Republicans. Winning these races will build our
bench. If you are interested in such phone
banking, contact Steve Baker at
swbaker12@gmail.com

Ex-gov coming for breakfast
Former Gov. Terry McAuliffe will be
the guest at Arlington Dems’ Second Saturday Breakfast to be held May 12.
The breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m., but
you’d better get there early to find a seat, as
this is likely to be a big draw. Doors open at
8 a.m.
As per usual, the breakfast is held at the
Busboys and Poets in Shirlington, at 4251 S.
Campbell Ave. It’s right near the Signature
Theater. There is lots of parking. both onstreet and in garages, nearby.
Also, as per usual, you are requested to
bring cash to settle up your breakfast bar bill,
as we get one bill covering the whole Democratic crowd.

Former
Governor
Terry
McAuliffe

ACDC Voice, May 2018, Page 10

+20

+10

GOP loses
bigly in
special
elections
Republicans have lost support in double
digits in every one of the eight special elections for seats in the US Congress since
Donald Trump became president.
Most of the vacant seats being filled were
in overwhelmingly Republican districts, so
Dems won only two of the eight races. Five
of the seats were vacant because Trump had
picked their incumbents for his cabinet; the
other three became vacant when the GOP incumbents resigned over scandals or to join
the private sector.
The key point is that the average shift in
the GOP vote compared to the last election
for the seat was a loss of 22 percentage points
for the GOP candidate. If that immense shift
were replicated nationally this fall, Democrats
would likely have a two-thirds majority and
could overturn any Trump vetoes.
However, one cannot assume a shift of
22 percentage points in November. Special
elections draw far fewer voters than general
elections. They also tend to draw more older
and more white voters—although those are
the prime demographics that Trump has attracted.
Furthermore, the special election results
must be viewed alongside the results of polls
asking the “generic ballot” question: “If the
election were held today, which party would
you vote for in the congressional elections.”
Those polls are showing Democrats with
about a seven-point lead.
In the seven special elections for seats
in the House and one for a seat in the Senate,
Democrats have reduced the Republican share
of the vote from the last election by a high of
31 points (in last week’s special election in
Arizona) to a low of 10 points (in the Montana House race).
The accompanying charts were produced
by The New York Times.

CHANGE — The charts show how much the
GOP candidates have lost in congressional
elections under President Trump. Note in
lower left chart that the GOP candidate for
the seat had no opponent in 2014 and 2016.
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2017 Arlington Dem Volunteer Awards
presented at the April 2018 Blue Victory Dinner

Newcomer of the Year

Joshua Kaplowitz
for spearheading the Blue Families program, which organizes family-friendly events that
provide opportunities for parents to engage by canvassing, writing post cards, and
participating in the political process, while spending time with their children and passing
on a sense of civic responsibility.

Unsung Hero

Jean Christense
for her stewardship of Marshall Precinct and her tireless efforts leading the Arlington
Democrats participation in Arlington’s many farmers’ markets.

Campaigner of the Year

Steve Baker
for conceptualizing and running the Beyond Arlington program, which mobilizes the
energy of Arlington Democrats to help progressive Democratic candidates from Prince
William County to Arizona.

Precinct Captain of the Year

Cheryl Roesel
for her tireless efforts to turn out the vote in Arlington Forest Precinct, including a canvass
that engaged all voters, regardless of known political affiliation, in a civil discussion of
practical solutions to the issues facing Arlingtonians.

Jean Marshall Crawford Women’s Leadership Award

Heather Keppler
who founded the highly successful Women’s Huddle for Falls Church and the Westover
area of Arlington and brought her grassroots energy to the Democratic Party by becoming
a Precinct Captain for Lexington Precinct.

Mary Marshall Outstanding Democrat Award

Kip Malinosky
former Arlington Democrats Chair, for more than a decade of inspired leadership of, and
relentless dedication to, the Democratic Party in Arlington.

