
 
Rules for the Arlington County Democratic Committee’s  

Member Recommendation to the 8th Congressional District Democratic 
Committee at the February 5, 2020 Monthly Meeting 

 
1. Filing.   Candidates must file in writing with the Chair of the Arlington 

County Democratic Committee (ArlDems Chair) no later than 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, January 25, 2020 (the Deadline).  Each candidate must certify 
that he is: 

• Registered to vote in Arlington, Virginia; 
• Male; and 
• A Democrat who believes in the principles of the Democratic Party 

and who will not, while serving on the 8th Congressional District 
Democratic Committee (8CD), support or endorse a person who is 
opposed to a person who has received the Democratic nomination 
or endorsement for office. 

 
The certification must also contain the candidate’s residence address, e-
mail and phone number. The candidate must sign the certification.   
 
The certification must be submitted in one of the following ways: 

• By postal mail to Arlington Democrats; P.O. Box 7132; Arlington, 
VA 22207; 

• By email to chair@arlingtondemocrats.org; or 
• In person to the ArlDems Chair or her designee, who will be 

available to all candidates, at a minimum, in the lobby of the 
Arlington Democrats headquarters building (1235 S. Clark Street, 
Arlington, VA 22202) between 4:00 pm and 5:00 pm on Saturday, 
January 25, 2020.   

 
Successful and timely transmission of the certification is solely the 
responsibility of the candidate.  Delivery by any method other than hand 
delivery to the ArlDems Chair or her designee is not sufficient unless the 
ArlDems Chair actually receives the filing by the Deadline. The ArlDems 
Chair, in her sole discretion, may reject a certification on the ground that 
the certification is false or incomplete or was not received by the 
Deadline.  
 

2. No candidates. In the event that no qualified candidates have filed by the 
Deadline, the ArlDems Chair will, in her sole discretion, make a member 
recommendation to the 8CD Chair.  
 

3. No contest. In the event that the number of qualified candidates matches 
the number of Arlington male vacancies on the 8CD as of February 5, 
2020, the election will be cancelled, and the ArlDems Chair will 



recommend such qualified candidate(s) to the 8CD Chair. In the case of 
multiple vacancies, the additional procedures provided in section 5 below 
will apply. 
 

4. Conduct of the election.  The election will be conducted as follows: 
a. Voter registration.  From 6:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on February 5, 2020, 

each person intending to vote must register with a designee of the 
ArlDems Chair at the ArlDems February monthly meeting taking place 
at Drew Elementary School (3500 S. 23rd Street, Arlington, VA 
22206).    

b. The pledge. Each person intending to vote must sign a pledge form, 
indicating the following to be true: 

 I am a Democrat 
 I believe in the principles of the Democratic Party 
 I do not intend to oppose a Democratic candidate in the 

November 2020 general election. 
 I am registered to vote in Arlington County, Virginia. 

The pledge form must also contain the name, street address, 
telephone number, and e-mail address of the registrant. After 
completing the pledge, registrants will be issued a paper ballot listing 
the candidates’ names in random order, as determined by the 
ArlDems Chair.   

c. Time of the election. The election will take place at the ArlDems 
February monthly meeting on February 5, 2020 at a time between 
7:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. determined by the ArlDems Chair.  

d. Candidate presentations. Each candidate, in reverse order as the 
ballot order, will be permitted to address ArlDems for 3 minutes.  
Candidate presentations will be limited to verbal speeches without 
additional audio/visual materials or demonstrations.  The ArlDems 
Chair will retain the right to ensure the ArlDems meeting is conducted 
in an orderly fashion.   

e. Voting. Registrants will rank the candidates on their ballots in order 
of preference (i.e., using the ranked choice voting method).  Meeting 
attendees who did not obtain a paper ballot before 7:30 p.m. will not 
be permitted to vote.  Proxy voting is not permitted.   

f. Collection of ballots. Ballots will be collected under the direction of 
the ArlDems Deputy Chair.  After all ballots are collected, the meeting 
will proceed to other business under the direction of the ArlDems 
Chair. 

g. Counting of ballots. Ballots will be counted in an area separate from 
the ArlDems monthly meeting under the direction of the ArlDems 
Deputy Chair, who shall appoint at least two tellers to conduct the 
count.  Each candidate is permitted to name a designee to observe all 
aspects of the ballot counting; these observers may not participate in 
counting the ballots.  Write-in votes will not be counted. Counting will 
continue, using the instant runoff method (if more than two 



candidates file), until the tellers agree on a report of the ballot count 
to include a number of votes for each candidate and a number for 
indeterminate or invalid ballots.  In the event the tellers cannot agree 
in a reasonable time, the ArlDems Deputy Chair will report the nature 
of the disagreement to the ArlDems Chair, who will determine how to 
proceed.  

h. Results. The candidate receiving the majority of votes under the 
instant runoff method will be declared the winner. The candidate 
receiving the second largest vote total under the instant runoff 
method will be declared the runner-up. The candidate receiving the 
third largest vote total under the instant runoff method will be 
declared the second runner-up, and so on.  

i. Report of the results. The tellers will present the report of results to 
the ArlDems Deputy Chair, who will in turn provide the report to the 
ArlDems Chair.  The ArlDems Chair will provide the report to ArlDems 
general membership.   
 

5. Additional Procedures. In the event that the 8CD Chair advises the 
ArlDems Chair of one or more additional Arlington male vacancies on the 
8CD by February 5, 2020, the additional procedures in this section 5 will 
apply.    
a. If the number of qualified candidates who have filed by the Deadline 

matches the number of Arlington male vacancies on the 8CD as of 
February 5, 2020, candidates will be assigned to the vacancies at 
random by the ArlDems Chair.  

b. If the number of qualified candidates who have filed by the Deadline 
exceeds the number of Arlington male vacancies on the 8CD as of 
February 5, 2020, the candidate declared the winner pursuant to 
section 4.i will receive the ArlDems recommendation for the vacancy 
with the longest term, the candidate declared the runner-up pursuant 
to section 4.i will receive the ArlDems recommendation for the 
vacancy with the next longest term, and so on until all vacancies are 
filled.   
 

6. Reporting to the 8CD.  The ArlDems Chair will keep the 8CD Chair 
apprised of the progress of the member recommendation process, as well 
as any result reached. 
 

7. Candidate Withdrawal. If a candidate wishes to withdraw from 
consideration, he must notify the ArlDems Chair in writing by 6:00 pm on 
February 5, 2020. If enough candidates withdraw by this deadline such 
that the number of qualified candidates who have filed by the Deadline 
matches the number of Arlington male vacancies on the 8CD as of 
February 5, 2020, the additional procedures provided in section 5.a will 
apply. If the number of qualified candidates who have filed by the 
Deadline still exceeds the number of Arlington male vacancies on the 8CD 



as of February 5, 2020, the name of a withdrawn candidate will be 
removed from the ballot, if time permits. Otherwise, if the name of a 
withdrawn candidate appears on the ballot, a list of all withdrawn 
candidates will be posted in a prominent place at the voting location and 
votes for a withdrawn candidate will not be counted toward that 
candidate. 
 

 
 


